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Representing the country of: Bahrain

Modernization

Bahrain is extremely supportive of modernization, and it shows.  Nearly 88% of the entire population is literate, and there is unemployment welfare. The country also supports free trade with the U.S, which also brings in more technological advances. The modernization of Bahrain also shows in its capital city of Manama. Large sky scrapers and busy streets mark this city separately from the rest of the Arab cities.  The Arab League could help the e-government projects of the Arab world by helping Arab countries ignore differences and by focusing on economic and social improvement. Modernization helps the economy, and also raises the standard of living for its citizens. Unfortunately, modernization also encourages corruption and organized crime.  The Arab world can support productive technological progress by separating church and state, and also by letting the many people who are at the bottom of the spectrum in terms of wealth have a chance to better themselves and become employed. The Arab world can deal with the problems from progress by making sure inflation doesn’t get out of hand and by making sure to enforce the law and root out corruption.

Pan-Arabism

The Arab League could possibly be the heart of the Pan-Arabism movement. Some of the common interests of Arab countries are stability, wealth, religion and development. Pan-Arabism can be seen as a threat to other countries, because the reputation of Arab countries to the western world is corruption, crime, and violence. At the moment it is not sensible to have a unified Arabian economic system because the gap between countries such as Egypt and wealthier countries such as Bahrain is too great. In terms of a unified military system, the Arab world could use a peace keeping force to keep outbreaks in check, any military other than that would become corrupt.  Oil and the economic gap between countries hinders Pan-Arabism greatly, as they cannot be grouped if they’re not all on the same page.

Political Power & Sovereignty
Bahrain does not have any pressing issues concerning sovereignty; it has a stable constitutional monarchy with a prime minister. Bahrain enjoys its relative freedom in government, and it is not in favor of dictators. The Arab League can help the sovereignty problems of the Arab world by stopping radicalism and letting democracy develop naturally. Sovereignty should be violated if people are being severely oppressed; if they are not it depends on the circumstances. The Arab League can deal with questions of sovereignty between Arab nations by settling differences through dialogue or imposing sanctions against offenders. In terms of priority, first is peace, welfare of civilians is second, and sovereignty is last.
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Djibouti

Arab League

Topics: Modernization, Pan-Arabism, and Political Power & Sovereignty


The Arab League this year is interested in discussing the world issues that pertain to the advancement of the Arabian Nations as a world power. Some examples of subjects that pertain to this particular interest are: technological advancement, cultural nationalism and unification, and politics in correlation with self-government. Djibouti feels that the topics being discussed at the Conference are ones that are fundamental to the goals of the Arab League. Djibouti fully supports the United Nation’s efforts to help and resolve any problems found in the topics discussed.


Djibouti fully backs the idea of a more modern, technological country. Modernization is one of the major goals of President Ismael Omar Guelleh, who plans to take us into the 21st century. Although, being one of the poorer countries in the Arab League, we cannot financially support this idea ourselves. With the help France, the United States, the United Nations, and various Arabian nations we have been able to increase our internet activity, modernize our largest city, and more importantly modernize our greatest port. The modernization of our ports was heavily encouraged by Ethiopia, our landlocked neighbor, which was evident when they transferred all of their transit business to Djibouti in 1998. In particular, our Minister of Equipment and Transport, Ismail Ibrahim Houmed, supports our modernization because of what he believes is our strategic location in Africa. Modernization also stands to dramatically decrease the rate of unemployment in our country with something called the Free Zone which has a turnover of about $50 million. Overall, with our technological advancement the entire Arab League can benefit from possible port use and trade.

We, as a country, also plan to modernize both the people and the government. One third of our national budget now goes to Education and Help to ensure the entrepreneurial future of all of our citizens. The United Nations also strives for women empowerment which Djibouti supports contrary to the existing stereotypes. We have joined the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women found in the United Nations Treaties Chapter IV - Human Rights, which we intend to fully support. While we have just started modernizing our small but hugely potential country, it is nowhere near over. 

One of the biggest issues Djibouti and the entire Arab League face is true unification as a culture and as allies. This, to Djibouti, is critical because our economy rests on this delicate balance. We rely on our port systems, which are hugely resourceful for our neighboring countries like Ethiopia and Saudi Arabia. Djibouti entirely supports the Arab League’s goal of establishing an Arab Free Trade Area; which would greatly benefit us because it would increase trade and port use, therefore, increasing our economy. Djibouti also supports the Arab League’s goal of connecting Arab electricity grids and gas pipelines and connecting roads and railways, joint ventures and etc. This would help to modernize Djibouti and help the overall goal of unification. Unfortunately, though there are obstacles of Pan-Arabism. For example, the wide economic gab between the Arabian countries. As of right now, almost every country has a different currency system and different religious ideas that influence political stance. This causes butting heads; but we do see religion as being a base for the country seeing as how 94% of all the Djiboutian people are Islamic. Nevertheless, the true goals of Pan-Arabism seek to better Djibouti as a country, which is something we all can support. 

The Djibouti government is based on both French civil law and the Sharia. We are a “democratic sovereign Republic, one and indivisible…” (Title 1, Article 1 of the Djibouti Constitution). Our Constitution also states that national sovereignty belongs to the people of Djibouti and shall be exercised by representatives and by way of referendum. It states that we are against any factions or people who wish to take over the rights of the people themselves in any way. Sovereignty belongs to the people any it may not be taken away by any other faction or country.  Djibouti supports the Arab League in its quest for peace among the Arabic nations which was evident when we hosted the Somali National Peace Conference with the United Nations. We believe that the first fundament step to bettering the relationships between the nations of the Arab League is to find peace. We also believe that no larger country has the right to force itself on smaller countries, such as ourselves, for political sovereignty. We are confident in the idea of keeping our independence and this idea is backed by the United States, who, is in the process of setting up a military base here for a new approach to fighting terrorism which we support. All together, we support sovereignty for the people and we believe in doing this you better the chance of peace between nations. 
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Arab League-AL

Topics: Modernization, Pan-Arabism, and Political Power and Sovereignty.

This year’s central theme in the Arab League is the combined power of the Arab states.  The topic of modernization discusses bringing the Arab states further into the modern world.  Pan-Arabism emphasizes the distinct Arab culture, while the political power and sovereignty shows the leadership needed for the Arab League to join their ideas.  Egypt feels that all of these topics are important and relevant to the problems in our own country.

Egypt feels strongly that modernization will bring the Arab states forward into the world and be regarded as major players in world affairs.  Education in cities places much more emphasis on technology and advancement as a way for children to "get ahead" as Egypt's future competitors in the western economy.  Certain people, such as Foreign Trade & Industry Minister Rachid Mohamed Rachid, want to boost Egypt’s exports and employment, and the only way to do this is to become more modern.  Rachid's overarching goal is to complete Egypt's transition from a public-sector-dominated economy to one where the private sector drives development.  Trade with the US can also boost Egypt’s economy, therefore making it easier for the country to become more modern.  With better equipment, more goals will be met in the quest to modernize Egypt.

Pan-Arabism is important as well.  As the AL modernizes the Arabic states, we must also not forget the unique heritage and background of the Arabic religion and culture.  Pan-Arabism has tended to be more secular and socialist, and has unfortunately opposed Western political involvement in the Arab world.  It is a form of Arab nationalism.  Egypt feels that Pan-Arabism does not have to vanish as long as it doesn’t wholly interfere with the cultural progress of Egypt.  Pan-Arabism has lost ground to political Islam, especially in Egypt, where there are Muslim groups in the government.  It directly conflicts with the more conservative groups who want to further the Islam cause through the government instead of through Arab ethnocentrism.  In the early 1960s, the principle instrument of Pan-Arabism was the Ba’ath party, active especially in Egypt.  While Egypt has their roots in the culture, we feel that our growing economy is important as well.

Political power is shaky in Egypt.  Growing political groups such as the Muslim Brotherhood are seeking more power in the government.  While the government is still democratic, it took Egypt a long time to get where it is, and elections aren’t exactly fair.  The government is regarded by many as being ruled by a military dictatorship, although theoretically executive power is split between the President and the Prime Minister.  In the 2005 elections, concerns were raised about government interference in the polls through fraud and vote-rigging.  This is a problem that must be solved if Egypt is going to take its place in the modern world.  The Muslim Brotherhood won 

many seats in the recent parliamentary elections, which shows that some kind of change is underway.  Still, police brutality and violence by pro-Mubarak supporters poses major questions about the government’s commitment to democracy.

These problems continue to be working against a commitment to democracy and the advancement of Egypt’s world relations.  Although the Pan-Arabism should not be lost and the unique Egyptian culture maintained, these issues should be dealt with by the Arab League in hopes of a better future.  Egypt hopes that the Arab League will be able to come to a satisfactory conclusion to some of these topics for the betterment of all the Arab states.
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The Islamic Republic of Iran

Modernization

In the ever-growing and modernizing world, it is a true necessity for the Islamic Republic of Iran to keep economic pace with its regional and global competitors.  A key component of this competitive edge is the technology and infrastructure Iran has long been blocked from by needless restrictive tariff and trade barriers, no doubt put in place by Western powers who seek greater control over the natural resources of Iran.  Integral in a comprehensive plan for the stabilization of Iran’s economy through technological advancement would be substantial increases in the technology-level of Iran’s electrical power generation capacity, which is currently restricted due to harmful and malicious foreign intervention.  A civically, economically, and fiscally sound plan for Iran’s acquisition for peaceful nuclear power generation capabilities has been defeated by a coalition of foreign nations seeking to restrict Iran’s economic independence and foster a perpetual psychology of need and dependence in the Islamic Republic.  Some Sunni Wahabbists may posit that modernization, as a step away from the ideal condition of humanity as depicted in the Glorious Qu’ran, detracts from the ideal humanity in the eyes of Allah; it is clearly in the best interest of not only The Islamic Republic of Iran, but also all members of the Arab League to make a concerted push toward the modernization and betterment of our collective economy.  With this added strength and solidarity of market, all nations in the greater Middle East would prosper and emerge as successful trading partners in the new, healthy, and vibrant twenty-first century global economy.

Pan Arabism

As a key member of the Umma, or greater Muslim community, Iran has always stood at the forefront of issues integral to the continuity, strength, and respect of the Islamic faith.  Though these range from opposing the blasphemous migrant Jewish presence in Palestine to condemning slander of Muhammad, the holy Prophet of Allah by infidel writers in slanderous tomes passed off as literature, Iran’s foreign and domestic policy has always served the communal needs and wants of Muslims worldwide, not simply in Eurasia or the Middle East.  Though not located directly in the classical “Middle East”, Iran is without a doubt a devoutly Muslim nation, and one of only a few founded directly on sound, classical, Muslim principles, principles which the nation has shed the lives of its children for from its very inception.  The theme of Pan Arabism is one strong in not only Qu’ranic and Haditha support, but also one frequently adopted by those well-schooled in contemporary geopolitical wisdom.  Undoubtedly, the best interests of the greater Muslim and Arab community can be best served by a strong and unwavering Muslim community stretching across national and continental borders, united in the support of the one, true God.

Political Power and Sovereignty

As a nation formed on principles of pure Islam, The Islamic Republic of Iran firms stands in defense of itself and other similarly-minded nations have thrown off imperfect governmental structures and replaced them with more balanced, beneficent principles based in the holy laws of Islam.  Additionally, it is abundantly clear that any state founded on such principles must be defended against all assaults: be they slander, attack, or economic sanction.  The Islamic Republic holds the firm and unwavering belief that the sovereignty of any nation founded under such principles must be vehemently defended.  It is clear that to best represent the interests of the Islamic Republic, a strong stance must be taken to defend the sovereignty of each nation that is a member of the greater Islamic community, or Umma, while at the same time, having close enough bonds so that issues and events which are mutually threatening or advantageous may be properly addressed in the most timely and efficient manner possible, the ultimate result of which being the betterment of the greater Muslim community itself.
James Leitner
Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS

Iraq

Abrab League
Iraq Modernization


       There has been bombs bursting and guns being shoot in a terrible war between Iraq and United States of America. This factor has been throbbing Iraq’s Modernization attempts. The Iraq Minister, Ali Allawi in Finance had made a multi-year plan to help Iraq modernization. As nice as we are America has been helping Iraq with this problem to become moderate. The General Commission for Customs has been helping Iraq build new moderate systems.

       People have failed reorganization has left Iraq in shame and despaired. Many groups have asked other people to take notice. A Group called USAID has asked groups to help address this plan to other people. The good thing is that the USAID’s plan was put to work and was approved. Two groups took apart. They were the WTO (World Trade Organization) and WCO (World Customs Organization). These groups helped with international trade for products and goods took make Iraq look more moderate. The changes will support non-oil revenues and supply transparent customs practices.

       The assistance of USAID has helped the GCC (General Commission for Customs) with improving costume services to importers and travelers. They have also helped with the transportation of anything. They have reduced the time of transportation of people, goods, and other materials to make Iraq more moderate and beautiful.

       Iraq in its Modernization attempt has been trying to turn everything into a moderate look and beauty. Also it’s banking systems. First they made a new currency to start a new start. They have also started a marketing economy. So now they can manage there money well and do good. The United States of America have given a billion dollars in American currency to help. Iraq began to obtain information and developing plans for economic reconstruction. One problem that the banking system was having was loans. Luckily they were able to fix that and started to build on.

       Once the system was up and ready, Iraq started to pick Treasury financial experts. Problems came among because of the war. Many areas of Iraq were unsafe and hard to get through. So The Treasures were cent to North and South Iraq such as Basra, Um-Kasr, and Erbil. In these parts of Iraq, the financial sector of the bank system was born. Then the bank system started to make small and local banks throughout different cities. This achievement has also lead to make the Trade Bank of Iraq. The more Iraq became more moderate, the smarter it has been getting for the past years. Iraq has been increasing the intelligence in law, regulation, and supervision. Many steps have been taken to this day. The good thing is, is that it was all completed and not many people got hurt.
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Kuwait

Arab League

Topics:  Modernization,  Pan-Arabism, Political Power & Sovereignty


This year the Arab League’s sights will be on main topics for under developed Middle Eastern countries to develop and become a major player in the world market.  Kuwait, especially, supports all topics which the United Nations has called upon and believes that each topic is for the betterment of not only the Middle East but the world.  We support all decisions which they make on the main topics.


Kuwait has a strong hold on its modernization program.  We are currently trying to equip each personal house in the country with electricity to start things going.  Compared to other countries surrounding us we are catching up quickly when it comes to technology, the larger companies are assured to have an advantage but our close ties with the United States have greatly helped us and we are greatly appreciative for that.


Kuwait personally is not modernized to the extent which we had hoped we would be at this point in time.  By 2005 we planned to have electricity to 90% of homes when we should reach that foot sometime this year possibly early in 2008.  Modernization should do nothing but help our country both economically and socially.  It should drive in business instead of drive it out like we have been doing in the years as of late, and socially we shall not only keep more natives but gain new cultural views.  These new views again should boost our economy above anything we have ever come close to.


In the eyes of Kuwait’s government and population we are in support of Pan -Arabism to protect ourselves from another possible invasion, if that were to repeat itself.  Most Arab countries just want to unite under one roof to protect on another and be in peace, personally we would love to see this officially occur one day.  The Arab on Arab killing going on right now is horrible and we need to unite and fight for our rights not each other.  The thought of one Arab based economic system is unbelievable almost.  This is another way which we can feed off each other.  If one country is doing bad the rest can pick that one up, it’s a cycle.  One of the few things brought up that would hurt this from happening is the oil factor.  Some of the Arab countries have oil and some do not, creating a large gap in economies, this can tear Pan-Arabism apart at the hips all because of the money.


Kuwait is one of the Middle Eastern which have chosen the role as a sovereign and an independent power.  We believe that all Arab nations should unite and have the same sovereignty to make the Middle East a world power and not a laughing stock.  Other parts of the world base their governments off the countries surrounding them except us, were all different and for that fact rarely get along.  We believe that the Arab League can come and influence other countries to change there government types based on studies and proof progress based on other parts of the world.  In certain cases sovereignty should be violated fore the betterment of a society, but in Kuwait personally after 1990 we have become stricter on laws to prevent another invasion so a violation of sovereignty in our country will be looked down upon.
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Lebanon has been involved in many regional conflicts over the past few years.  Involved in the constant fighting with Hezbollah.  Through all the fighting Beirut, it’s capitol has been constantly referred to as the Paris of the Middle East.  Lebanon is a republic.  There has been relative peace in Lebanon as the ceasefire was signed in late 2006.


Lebanon’s economy has been helped a great deal by it’s agriculture.  Despite it’s relatively small size for agriculture it’s economy is driven by it.  Due to the climate of Lebanon crops grow very easily.  11.7% of Lebanon’s national GDP is contributed by agriculture.  Lebanon struggles with building due to its lack of raw materials.  Lebanon’s main work is packing and reprocessing products.  Lebanon is one of the few capitalist countries in the Middle East.


Lebanon’s war with Hezbollah was stopped after a UN Security Council resolution to stop warfare.  Although the war only lasted 33 days the war amassed over 1,000 casualties.  Lebanon remains worried about it’s neighbors and stands on constant alert due to Hezbollah.

Kimberly Berke

PLO

Westfield HS/ YMCA

Arab League

Topics: Modernization, Pan-Arabism, Political Power and Sovereignty
The central themes this year for the Arab League consist of Modernization, Pan-Arabism, and Political Power and Sovereignty. The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) feels that it is necessary that all of these topics are thoroughly discussed. PLO feels that the topic of Political Power and Sovereignity is the most essential and necessary topic to be discussed since it applies the most to the Palestine Liberation Organization, seeing that they have been trying to obtain liberation.

Since the Palestine Liberation Organization is not a developed country, the topic of modernization has the least importance to us. PLO does not feel that modernization is important in the founding and running of a country unless it is used as a means of control. The only form of modernization that PLO has would be its army. In 1964, PLO's military wing set up the Palestinian Liberation Army (PLA). The PLA's central mission was, and currently still is, the destruction and fighting of Israel. Since the PLO has such a strong army it is most likely one of the best known terrorist organizations in the world. In 1993, The National Criminal Intelligence Service report stated that PLO was the "richest of all terrorist organizations". They found that PLO had an annual income of somewhere between 1.5 and 2 billion dollars. This money comes primarily from drug trafficking, fraud, illegal arms dealing, payoffs, and donations. The PLO also has a reported 50 billion dollars invested in secret investments throughout the world. The one form of modernization that would most likely be helpful for the PLO would be any modern technique or device that makes communicating with other countries easier. This way any deals that need to be negotiated can be done in a more effective way. 

Pan-Arabism is necessary for the Arab League to discuss because it focuses on the unification between the Arab people and their countries. The PLO believes that it would be extremely beneficial for the Arab people to unite. If the Arab countries can ally with one another then the destruction of Israel would be a lot easier and happen more quickly and effectively. The PLO feels that Pan-Arabism would be a major threat to Israel, which is beneficial for us. In a response to a letter from Yassir Arafat in 1993, Israel recognized the PLO as "the representative of the Palestinian people". The PLO wants to achieve Palestinian liberation. 

The final topic that the Arab League is discussing is the issue of political power and sovereignty. This topic is the most important topic for the Palestine Liberation Organization. PLO's government used to be under the control of the Arab states. In 2004, Yasser Arafat, the former leader and diplomat of the PLO, passed away. Yasser Arafat's goal of the PLO was to declare liberation of all of Palestine. This would only be capable if every country is able to have their own functioning government.

The Palestine Liberation Organization hopes that some aspects of these three topics are thoroughly discussed and analyzed this year during the conference. We are looking forward to an interesting conference. 
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The United Nations Homepage

http://www.un.org/
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Somalia

Arab League

Topics: Modernization, Pan-Arabism, Political Power and Sovereignty

This year the Arab League will focus on the important world issues of modernization, pan-Arabism as well as political power and sovereignty. Somalia plans to work peacefully and collaboratively with the other countries of the Arab League to develop resolutions to these pressing regional issues.


In terms of modernization, segments of Somali society enjoy certain technological commodities such as radio stations, television stations, internet access and mobile telephone communications. However, for over 10,000,000 people who call Somalia their home, only 11 radio stations, 4 broadcast television stations and inadequate local telephone systems have been established. Only about 94,000 people have access to the internet, and 600,000 have access to either a land or mobile telephone line. In this respect, we believe that projects should be put into action to continue with this great start at modernization in our country. We hope that a majority of our population will have exposure to the latest technological advances therefore updating them on news not only throughout our country, but throughout the world. Modernizing will do nothing but support our country not only socially, but also economically because with a majority of our population having access to the most recent technologies, it will help to educate our population on internal affairs as well as world affairs. Somalia fully supports the modernization of the Arab nations and believes that the modernized countries will benefit greatly from these technological advancements.


Regarding the issue of Pan-Arabism, Somalia, which consists of a vast Sunni Muslim population, believes that all Arab nations should indeed unite under the principles of Islam. Although Somalia consists of a mostly non-Arab population, we have history of good relations with Arab countries. Prior to the Somali Central Government’s collapse in 1991, Somalia looked to better our relations with many Arab countries which showed not only support for Pan-Arabism, but we also benefited from such relations with Arab countries in that we received financial and military support from many of them. Although Pan-Arabism might be seen as a threat to other countries, unifying under Islam should not be looked upon as a wrongdoing. For example, since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 on the United States of America, many Arab countries, including Somalia, are looked upon as containing a terrorist population because of our beliefs in Islam. This generalization of Islamic people is completely irrational and should not mar the Arab nations’ efforts towards Pan-Arabism. The religion of Islam should not be generalized to have terrorist mind sets due to the tragic events caused by only a small group of Islamic terrorists. Pan-Arabism, in this sense, may be viewed as a threat to outlying countries but it should instead be viewed as a large step forward for the Arab countries to unite under a common belief, this being Islam. In order to protect ourselves as a unified Arab state, following the unification of the Arab countries should be a unification of a military system where each country promises to protect the others in times of hardship and war. Each country will work together to help close the gap between the economies of the oil rich nations in the Arab world and the less modernized, primitive nations. Therefore, the concept of “Pan-Arabism” will help to promote equality and stability throughout the Arab world.


Finally, regarding political power and sovereignty, Somalia strongly believes that a stable political power and central government is needed. Particularly after the over 14 attempts at setting up a permanent national government in our country to replace the collapsed Central Government which fell in 1991 failed. As of now, transitional and parliamentary federal governments are in existence; however, in order for our country to proceed with international affairs, we must first stabilize our own sovereignty. In order to satisfy all involved parties, the Arab League can help to establish governments in countries such as our own, so that in turn we can begin to support the sovereignty of fellow Arab countries. To avoid conflict between Arab nations, each country should elect an elite member of society to an executive board to form a unified group of political leaders for the allying Arab nations; therefore, deciding whether or not certain violations should be accepted as beneficial for the entire Arab League, or if these violations would not benefit the people of each Arab country. Peace and the welfare of civilians should be the most important priority of all Arab League nations in order to maintain a healthy relationship between the Arab nations. This will help us work towards benefiting more primitive Arab countries in helping to establish a stable government and allow the country to actively participate in affairs with other Arab countries.
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Sudan

Arab League

Topics: Modernization, Pan-Arabism, Political Power & Sovereignty 

Sudan desperately needs help of the other, more fortunate Arab nations to modernize, especially because our infrastructure was practically destroyed by the civil war with southern Sudan. Agriculture is our nation’s most important industry, but most farms depend on rain.  We need help to create a technologically advanced system to irrigate and make our agriculture sustainable.  Oil has tremendous potential to give Sudan the money it needs to modernize and progress, but there is much more we can do to exploit this potential.  Our lack of resources cripples us, making it almost impossible to bring modernity to Sudan.  We are growing, but slowly.  We need the help of the Arab League to become a major world player.


The Arab nations have not been taken seriously enough.  A united economic system would strengthen some of the poorer Middle Eastern nations, and provide an incentive for the more wealthy nations to develop their less fortunate brothers.  One common interest of the Arab countries is, undoubtedly, to exert our rightful power on the world stage.   Sudan feels this need particularly acutely, as the way we run our government has been questioned by Westerners who have no business interfering in our affairs.  Pan-Arabism is a mechanism that would protect the strong Arab nations and the weak Arab nations alike through solidarity, especially a unified military system.  One of the reasons Pan-Arabism has been so delayed is that many Middle Eastern nations have been unwilling to see a regional identity outside of religion,  but it is time for our nations to unite and work together, despite religious differences.  The other countries of the world would justifiably be threatened by a Pan-Arabic movement because it would mean that the Middle East is no longer a sector of the globe that can be manipulated and exploited at the whims of Western nations.   


Sudan’s sovereignty is essential to its government and its people, and we are angry that the possibility of violating our country’s autonomy has been considered at all.  The situation in Darfur would be best handled by our own people – not any of our enemies in the United Nations or even by overly-concerned neighbors in the Middle East.   Actions by an unrelated party are an insult to our country, even if the action taken is not military in nature.  Divestment by other nations from companies that invest in Sudan is just as egregious violation of our sovereignty as an invasion.  If the Arab League is concerned about issues in member state, they should confront the government and try to make an agreement.  No action should be taken without the consent of the state in question.  The Arab League needs to place the sovereignty of its member states in the highest regard – even above the welfare of civilians. 

Sources Used: 

CIA - The World Factbook – Sudan

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/su.html
BBC News – Sudan Country Profile

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/country_profiles/820864.stm
Arab Net – Sudan 

http://www.arab.net/sudan/
Altapedia Online – Sudan

http://www.atlapedia.com/online/countries/sudan.htm
Embassy of Sudan in South Africa – Agriculture in Sudan

http://www.sudani.co.za/economy_agricul_sudan.htm
Sudan Geography

http://www.country-studies.com/sudan/geography
Amanda Puleo

Hunterdon County YMCA

Syria

Arab League

Topics: Modernization, Pan-Arabism, Political Power and Sovereignty


This year the Arab League will focus on issues that pertain to modernizing and uniting the Arab world.  Syria feels that all the topics that will be discussed are crucial to the development of the Middle East.  We hope that the Arab League and the United Nations will help us in these efforts.


Syria believes that modernization is crucial for the development of the Middle East.  We have made strides in this area of need by establishing projects that will help our major cities rebuild and grow.  With populations in cities such as Damascus and Homs rapidly increasing, these projects will help the local governments in areas such as Urban Strategy, Financial Resources Management, and many others areas of improvement. We are also using information and computer technologies for e-government programs to achieve modernization among our government and citizens.  These e-government programs have and are continuing to train people in the use of internet and computer use.  The modernization of our country will help us come out of our downward trend in our economy and social issues such as child labor.  Though children in our country work to support their families, we hope to eliminate the eight percent of Syrian children who not only attend school, but work as well.


Syria strongly supports the idea of Pan-Arabism. Syria is the birthplace of the Ba’ath Party, which is still the ruling country to this day and embraces the idea of Pan-Arabism.  The Six Day War of nineteen sixty seven that resulted in the Israeli capture of Golan Heights was a major setback for the Syrians and the Pan-Arabism movement.  To this day, we are trying to regain Golan Heights from Israel since the annexation was never internationally recognized.  The United Nations deemed Golan Heights a part of Israeli occupied territories in the United Nations Security Council Resolution 242.  Also, because we are a supporter of Pan-Arabism, Syria is opposed to Western political involvement in the Arab world.  We have assisted the United States after the terrorist attacks of September 11th by providing them with information concerning al Qaeda. The United States wants information from us about Hezbollah which we are not willing to give them because Hezbollah presence in our country will prevent formation of separate Lebanese peace with Israel.  With American military presence in Iraq, President Bashar al Asad closed off the Syrian border with Iraq and asked all Iraqi officials to leave Damascus. Asad had Iraqi officials leave Syria because he did not to be tied to the war or its events in any way. In 2003, the United States Congress passed sanctions against Syria for supporting terrorism, WMD development, and other actions.  As a result of these sanctions, there are no longer any flights between Syria and the United States and all trade is banned except for medicine and food.  Syria feels that this is not the point in time to talk or take action in political reform in the Middle East.


Syria feels that sovereignty is present in our own country, but not in the rest of the Arab World.  We ourselves had not had sovereignty in our own country since Golan Heights was seized from us by Israel during the Six Day War.  We have been asking for Israel to return the area of Golan Heights to us because many Syrians still occupy the area.  We also believe that the pressure from the United States to provide them with information about al Qaeda and Hezbollah is tarnishing the sovereignty of our country as well.  As stated before, Hezbollah is present in our country to prevent Lebanon from becoming too friendly with Israel.  President Asad has continued to keep Syria stable and is promoting new ideas about the economy and government that will bring Syria to its full potential.  The Syrian government has been ruled by members of the Ba’ath Party since the 1963, making it to this day a secular regime.  Also, we feel that Israel broke their sovereignty when they bombed a site near Damascus on October 5th, 2003.  The reason for the bombing was that Israel charged Syria for having a terrorist training facility for members of the Islamic Jihad.  The bombing also claimed to be payback for us bombing a restaurant in a civilian area of Haifa. Many countries, including France and Germany, felt that these bombings by Israel were a violation of international law.

Sources Used:

Syrian Embassy –Washington DC

www.syrianembassy.us
Municipal Administration Modernization Project, Syria

www.bmb.mottmac.nl
Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations

www.un.int/syria/inst.htm
Syria: Child Labor Still Rampant – IRIN

www.irinnews.org
Khoury, Dr. Phillip. How to Understand Syrian Politics: One Historian's View
http://web.mit.edu

Wikipedia – Pan Arabism

www.wikipedia.org
Wikipedia – Golan Heights

www.wikipedia.org
Wikipedia – Syria

www.wikipedia.org
The Economist. Democracy in the Arab World: Not Yet, Thanks

http://faculty-staff.ou.edu
Kayla Pinnix

Overbrook HS

Tajikistan

Arab League (AL)

Topics: Modernization, Pan-Arabism, Political Power and Sovereignty


This year, one topic that the Arab League will be focusing on, is modernizing the Middle East. This includes advancing the technology, entertainment, and sciences, women’s rights and equality to men, and child labor.


Tajikistan feels that advancing technology is important. We feel this way because we can’t always be depending on surrounding countries that are up to date in the technology fields when we need it. Technology can also provide benefits in the medical fields.


Tajikistan also believes strongly in developing into women’s rights and equality to men. Under God, we are all equal and it is appalling how the women are treated in the Middle East. We feel that every woman should be aloud to make her own decisions from who she marries, to what religion she practices, and what she wants to wear. We also feel that women should only be deemed to need protection from their fathers, husbands, or other male relatives only if they feel they need it.


Tajikistan also feels that child labor is a big issue. We feel that all children should be treated like children. They shouldn’t feel vulnerable to participate in illicit activities such as drug trafficking, recruitment by religious extremists, poor health, exposure to unsafe working environments and a lack of access to skills training. We feel this way because these activities could cause a despicable future for our country. The youth of today will someday be the rulers of our nation, and if the youth is resulting to this illicit activity, who knows what the future holds. To help reduce these reoccurring issues, Tajikistan could enforce a law to stop these activities.


Another topic that the Arab League will be discussing is Pan-Arabism. This is the general term for the modern movement for the political unification among the Arab nations of the Middle East.


There are a lot of common interests of the Arab countries. Tajikistan feels that Pan-Arabism wouldn’t be seen as a threat to other countries, but has a positive effect on the world. If the area with the most conflicts could show unity, then that would symbolize the entire world eventually uniting. Tajikistan feels that it would be sensible to have a unified Arabian economic system because it would make purchases much simpler. On the contrary, we don’t feel it’s necessary to have a unified military system to protect all Arab countries and monitor outbreaks. We believe this because every country should have there own form of military. We feel that if all countries fought together, then it would be considered one giant country.


Tajikistan feels that oil and the wide economic gap between countries would affect Pan-Arabism. It would affect them because it would bring the economical state of the more productive countries down and the lower countries up. This would bring equality to the countries income, and it wouldn’t be fair.


One last issue that will be discussed is political power and sovereignty. Each Arab country runs its government extremely different. Sovereignty is defined as supreme and independent power or authority in government as possessed or claimed by a state of community. It is the right for the country to protect its sovereignty and govern without the pressure or fear of another state.

Sources Used:

CIA – The World Fact Book – Tajikistan

 http://www.cia.gov.library/publifications/the-world-factbook/geos/ti.html
Tajikistan: History, Geography, Government, and Culture – Infoplease.com

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A010824.html
