Security Council

Topic 1: Consensus Building in the War on Terror

· How can the Security Council foster strong alliances between nations to hunt down terrorist and bring them to justice?

· Should the United Nations broaden support for Coalition forces in Iraq, rescinding its earlier rebuke of Coalition efforts?

· What actions should be taken against nations like Iran and Syria suspected of harboring terrorist groups?
Topic 2: Rogue Nuclear/Oil States

· What actions can the Security Council take to ensure the stability of global oil markets? How can this be done while avoiding issues related to free market integrity and national sovereignty? 
· How can the Security Council gauge the threat put forth by nations such as Iran, DPR Korea, and Venezuela? Does the issue of oil make any one country more or less dangerous? Why or why not?
· Would it be in the best interest of developed countries to redouble their efforts in creating alternative fuel sources, especially with the future of fossil fuels in question and unpredictable nations controlling the largest deposits?
· How can the Security Council ensure the success of future sanctions and negotiations despite the failure of previous such measures?
Topic 3: Role and Reform of the Security Council in the 21st Century
· What changes should be made to the United Nations Charter to better equip the Security Council to deal with modern threats?

· Should the Security Council reform its structure to become more flexible in dealing with emergencies?

· What is the definition of a crisis that would require Security Council involvement?

· Should the Security Council set a broad agenda to combat humanitarian abuses? Terrorist threats? Rogue states?

Topic 4: Global Democratization 

· .What is the most effective way to establish democratization in countries without prior tradition of such government? 

· Were the actions of the Multi-National Force-Iraq (MNF-I) in deposing Saddam Hussein and establishing democracy in Iraq consistent with UN values? If the UN were in charge of the effort instead of the Coalition, would it have progressed differently?

· Is promoting democratization an imposition on other nations’ sovereignty? Where do global interest and national autonomy meet? Can they be reconciled in the cases of nations that have been historically authoritarian?

· Which forces—economic, political, or military—are the most effective in bringing about democratic advancements?

Security Council

Topic 4: Global Democratization 

The twentieth century has proven that democracy is a powerful tool for global freedom and an attainable goal for almost any nation. Despite arguments to the contrary, democratization efforts have succeeded more than they have failed—functioning, prosperous, peaceful democracies have been created in Germany, Italy, Japan, India, and many Latin American countries. The Security Council must find an effective way to encourage democratic, civil societies in all nations, regardless of current status, or lack of tradition.

Democratization is in the best interest of all countries of the United Nations, and is, in fact, one of the only forms of government that can uphold UN values; democracies worldwide respect liberty, freedom, and tolerance, while securing the world for peace and prosperity. A case for the benefits of democratic government need not be made here, for the wide-ranging positives of fair, open elections and citizen-choice in government is abundantly clear. Democracies also have an exponential effect: the more there are, the higher chance of others coming into existence.

Debating global democratization also establishes a new prism in which to view events in the Middle East, like the deposition of Saddam Hussein by Coalition forces. It is the duty of the Security Council to evaluate such world events and act accordingly, passing judgement in support of democracy and the exercise of free will in the planet at large. Already, the twenty-first century has been rife with despotism, genocide, violence, and repression of the individual; it is exigent that the United Nations find a way to counteract these malignancies on mankind, the first step of which is promoting democracy in all corners of the globe.

Questions:

· What is the most effective way to establish democratization in countries without prior tradition of such government? 

· Were the actions of the Multi-National Force-Iraq (MNF-I) in deposing Saddam Hussein and establishing democracy in Iraq consistent with UN values? If the UN were in charge of the effort instead of the Coalition, would it have progressed differently?

· Is promoting democratization an imposition on other nations’ sovereignty? Where do global interest and national autonomy meet? Can they be reconciled in the cases of nations that have been historically authoritarian?

· Which forces—economic, political, or military—are the most effective in bringing about democratic advancements?

SOURCES:

Jefferson Institute

Democratization Sources

http://www.jeffersoninst.org/Democratization.asp
American Political Science Association

“Comparative Democratization”

http://www.apsanet.org/section_343.cfm
United States Mission to the UN

“Political and Security Affairs: Democratization”

http://www.un.int/usa/democrat.htm
Andrew Lohse

Somerville High School

The United States of America

Topic: Global Democratization


As the foremost progenitor of stable democratic growth in the world, The United States of America has a firm and developed stance on “Global Democratization” that is supported by history, action, and ideology. Though many cite as counterexample George Washington’s iconic warning to “avoid entangling alliances,” the American government has, perhaps by either nature or policy, refuted this strain of advice through a long history of foreign affairs. Past events have shown that democracy is in fact cultivable: our great nation has helped build republics in Italy, Iraq, West Germany, the Philippines, and many Latin American countries.

It must be the aspiration of the Security Council and the United Nations at large to lay the foundations for a free, democratic world; sometimes, regime change may be necessary for global peace—when such a moment of conflict arises, the people of the United States would hope that the great powers of the world will aid in the establishment process of burgeoning republics. Ideologically, all people of the free world must agree on at least some level that governments controlled by the people are better than governments controlled by despots; in acknowledging this, the international community must take up the burden of spreading democracy not with a zeal for proselytizing, but instead a reasoned approach—utilizing the broad forces of globalization to do the work of politics, economics, and information.

Furthermore, the United States feels that the Security Council is the best venue through which to achieve global democratic development. By pursuing a docket of active and not passive resolutions, the five permanent members of the Security Council can achieve incredible results by means of legislation and sanctions. Though the United States feels that no nations have sovereignty over others, occasionally in the course of events, world order mandates that some regimes be forcibly toppled and replace with less pugnacious ones. When and if a situation of that nature occurs, the United States feels strongly that it will be able to carry out its duty as the lone superpower of the world and lead other nations in the fight to preserve, promote, and protect global democracies against any foe.
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Issues to be addressed in resolution on the topic:

· Formation of a new international peacekeeping force to secure the growth of new democracies
· Allocation of necessary funding and personnel in order to move developing democracies towards becoming fully self-sufficient
· Placement of necessary pressure on non-democratic regimes to move towards democracy
Justification for issues raised:


Throughout world history, it has been proven time and time again that the most successful and prosperous forms of government have been democracies. In acknowledging this fact, the international community must take on a responsibility of encouraging the free and open spread of democracy through every mechanism at its disposal. The trend of developing nations towards democracy is growing increasingly evident; there are currently 121 nations in the world which can be classified as democratic, up from only 40 in 1970, as noted by the Freedom House think tank. But small, growing democracies are often turbulent in nature and, without protection, can easily slide into despotism and dictatorship.


As this Council is the only wing of the United Nations that is authorized to act aggressively against threats to international security, it must take it upon itself to encourage the spread of democracy throughout the globe by means of sanctions, political pressure, and military force if necessary as well as to protect the continued growth of existing democracies by all available means.
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Committee: Security Council

Topic Area: Global Democratization

Sponsored By: United States of America

The Security Council,


Guided by the United Nations Charter’s deep-seated foundation in democratic principles,

Affirming its belief in the virtue of the democratic principles on which the United Nations was built,

Noting with approval the continuing trend of all nations towards democratic society,

Convinced that historical context has proven that democracy is the most prosperous and successful form of government currently known to man,

Fully aware that this body is the only subset of the United Nations that is authorized to aggressively pursue its agenda of international security by all means necessary,

Deeply convinced that this body must take a greater role in pursuing and encouraging the worldwide spread of democracy,

Therefore be it resolved by the Security Council,

1. Endorses democratic government as the ideal form of government and the designated goal of all member states of this international body,

2. Authorizes the formation of an International Progressive Security Committee (IPSC) which will:

a. Be authorized by the Security Council to establish peacekeeping forces to intervene in all international conflicts in which the fate of existing democracies are in danger,

b. Be further authorized by the Security Council to devise plans for economic sanctions against nations which threaten the fate of existing democracies, those plans then being approved by the Security Council itself and put into action,

3. Emphasizes that all existing United Nations missions in developing countries should be emphasizing the importance of democratic government in a successful society,

4. Calls upon all non-democratic member states of the United Nations to recognize the virtues of a democratic society,

5. Further calls upon those member states to begin critical transitions of their nations towards democracy.

Signatories:

United Kingdom

Poland

Australia

South Korea
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The Security Council,


Guided by the United Nations Charter’s deep-seated foundation in democratic principles,

Affirming its belief in the virtue of the democratic principles on which the United Nations was built,

Noting with approval the continuing trend of all nations towards democratic society,

Convinced that historical context has proven that democracy is the most prosperous and successful form of government currently known to man,

Fully aware that this body is the only subset of the United Nations that is authorized to aggressively pursue its agenda of international security by all means necessary,

Deeply convinced that this body must take a greater role in pursuing and encouraging the worldwide spread of democracy,

Therefore be it resolved by the Security Council,

6. Endorses democratic government as the ideal form of government and the designated goal of all member states of this international body,

7. Authorizes the formation of an International Progressive Security Committee (IPSC) which will:

a. Be authorized by the Security Council to establish peacekeeping forces to intervene in all international conflicts in which the fate of existing democracies are in danger,

b. Be further authorized by the Security Council to devise plans for economic sanctions against nations which threaten the fate of existing democracies, those plans then being approved by the Security Council itself and put into action,

8. Emphasizes that all existing United Nations missions in developing countries should be emphasizing the importance of democratic government in a successful society,

9. Calls upon all non-democratic member states of the United Nations to recognize the virtues of a democratic society,

10. Further calls upon those member states to begin critical transitions of their nations towards democracy.
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