Position Paper

Topic: Child Labor

Country: The Philippines
In the Philippines, we recognize child labor as an enormous problem, with the knowledge that over 5 million children are forced to work, against both domestic and international law. We as a nation are firmly committed to alleviating this problem. We realize that there are loopholes in our national law, as well as gaps in enforcement, which make it easy for underage Filipinos to be employed. However, it cannot be denied that our intentions are good. We have made concrete efforts towards the elimination of child labor in our country, and we have worked tirelessly with NGOs in this respect as well. We are committed to maintaining a globally competitive economy, while still respecting the human rights, as is our obligation as a member of the United Nations.  

The Phillipines would eagerly accept the help of the United Nations in combating child labor, and, in fact, has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with IPEC, the International Program on the Elimination of Child Labor. It is our belief that the international community can do much to alleviate the problem of child labor, beginning with education. The Phillipines would gladly accept any aid provided for the education of our children, and would be prepared to demonstrate more stringent enforcement of the labor laws we already have.

 We do not believe that child labor is ever justified, and we demand that, in return for our own elimination of child labor, other countries must make concrete efforts to do the same. This is to ensure that our economy will remain competitive in those sectors in which child labor is most prevalent, particularly in manufacturing, agriculture, and handcrafts. It is our belief that childhood entails, first and foremost, the right to an education, so that their children may never have to engage in child labor themselves.

Sources:

http://www.gov.ph/faqs/labor_women_youngworkers.asp

US Department of Labor, http://www.dol.gov/ilab/media/reports/iclp/sweat/philippines.htm

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/region/asro/manila/ipec/about/ind

Model United Nations Program

Draft Resolution

Country: The Philippines

Committee: Soc-Hum (A/B)

Delegate: Alaina Springsted

Delegation: Washington Township High School

Topic: Child Labor

Issues to be addressed in resolution on the topic:

· Decrease the prevalence of child labor internationally

· Increase awareness to communities where child labor is common

· Supply aid to countries that rely on child labor economically

· Set a standard age of which children should be able to work

· Provide new methods of economic practice that do not include or rely on child labor

Justifications for issues raised:

Globally, approximately 350 million children among the ages of 5 to 17 are victims of child labor.  Seventy-three million of these children are less than 10 years of age.  Child labor is a major issue of the Philippines; 16 percent of the population of children suffers from this issue.  In 1994, the International Program on the Elimination of Child Labor (IPEC) was created.  The IPEC locates countries where child labor statistics are high and will provide these countries with methods of decreasing their child labor.  Methods include increasing public awareness and new legislation outlawing child labor.  The IPEC will offer alternatives to child labor that will allow the country to maintain its economic status.  However, the country must be willing to comply with these new regulations that the IPEC has set.  The Philippines urges the United Nations to create resolutions that will provide mandatory elimination or limitation of child labor. 

Sources:
http://www.adb.org/Documents/Events/2002/SocialProtection/sardana_paper.pdf
http://unionssaynotochildlabor.org/inthenews/?cat=1
Model United Nations Program

Resolution

Committee: Social Humanitarian and Cultural Committee

Topic Area: Child Labor

Sponsored by: Philippines

The Social Humanitarian and Cultural Committee,

Recognizing that child labor is emanate and widespread amongst many nations who endorse acts of child labor directly, or indirectly through trade,

Fully aware that the 1984 Universal Declaration of Human Rights includes articles that prohibit the mal-effects of child labor,

Noting that these articles include: Article 5, “No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,” Article 24, “Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay,” and 26, “(1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. (2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms…”,

Further aware that despite said articles in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights many countries are in a socio-economic state that depends on the bearings of child labor,
Realizing that this dependency on child labor causes a perpetual cycle of this socio-economic state,

Concerned that governments whom ignore said articles are not only in violation of the basic human rights of their peoples as defined by the 1984 Declaration of Human Rights, but are promoting this state of socio-economic dependency,

Convinced that education is the primary step to stop this socio-economic dependency as well as the violations of human rights that occur due to child labor,

Understanding that the transition away from child labor is a slow and difficult process,

Fully believing that the propositions and guidelines in this resolution will facilitate the transitioning away from dependency of child labor in a government,

Therefore be it resolved by the Social Humanitarian and Cultural Committee,

Acting under Articles 5, 24, and 26 of the 1984 Universal Declaration of Human Rights-

1. Defines:

a. “Child” as any human being who is under 16 years of age.

b. “Child Labor” any use of a child for work that violates their human rights as defined in Articles 5, 24, and 26.  This includes but is not limited to the subjection to inhumane treatment as stated in Article 5; such as working in mines, with chemicals and pesticides, or with dangerous machinery, or working for an unreasonable amount of time as defined in Article 24, that furthermore violates Article 26 by prohibiting the child it’s right to an education. 

c. “Education” as the human right that is promised in Article 26 of the Declaration of Human Rights.

2. Calls upon the Social Humanitarian and Cultural Committee as well as UNICEF to:

a. Start a program called Education for Resources Program that works with nations who are socially and economically dependent on child labor called 

b. Set up a system of rewards, in the form of food or other goods, that are issued to countries whom meet a given quota based on how many children have participated in a “full year of education” and will continue their education the following year, with support from NGOs, such as IPEC, and other Country’s whom endorse and sign contracts to this program

3.
Directs said members of the Education for Resources Program to:

a. Meet bi-weekly, or as needed, for a full year upon the passing of this resolution to set up necessary credentials and a feasible action plan.  Upon the termination of one-year schedule to meet at a minimum of three times annually; to establish quotas, track progress, and give rewards according to the action plan described within the first year.

b. Establish time-allotted contracts with participating countries and NGOs

c. Gather UN representatives from all participating countries to act as contacts from each participating country

d. Define what a “full year of education” is on a country by country basis

e. Present yearly reasonable quotas, on a country by country basis, at the beginning of each year; that will determine how many children have received a “full year of education”, and will pursue education the following year

f. Issue rewards, on a country by country basis, at the end of each year, of resources such as food or other goods depending on specific country needs, for meeting these quotas on a country by country basis

3. Requests that the Social Humanitarian and Cultural Committee:

a. Have the Education for Resources Program present an annual report and table to ensure the productivity and honor of the Education for Resources Program.

b. The Education for Resources Program meet within 30 days of the passing of this Resolution. 

Signatories:

France


Canada


Australia

Japan

Mexico

Spain


Belgium

The Netherlands

Hawaii


Switzerland

Ireland


Sweden

The Ukraine

Tajikistan

Bermuda

Nigeria

Sources:
http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html
Soc-Hum (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee)

Topic 4: Global Democracy Movements

Myanmar, a Southeast Asian country that was formerly known as Burma, has been under military rule since 1962, when General Ne Win staged a coup that toppled the civilian government. The current junta was formed in 1988 when it reversed the results of an election overwhelmingly won by Aung San Suu Kyi. Ms. Aung San remains under house arrest and has become a symbol of freedom for pro-democracy protesters.

In mid-August 2007, a decision by the militarily run government to sharply raise fuel prices made bus rides to work unaffordable for thousands of Burmese. Civilian protests for lower gas prices and to free Ms. Aung San, along with hundreds of other political prisoners, began to take place. They started with small demonstrations by students, but began to gain national attention when hundreds of Buddhist monks, who are widely revered, joined in. The Myanmar military responded with a deadly crackdown on the peaceful pro-democracy protests that resulted in more than 13 deaths and over 500 arrests.  

Protesters are also demonstrating against the government’s treatment of ethnic minorities. Burma’s military junta are mortaring villages, looting and burning homes to the ground, and destroying crops in an effort to obliterate the livelihoods of rural communities. Those who are captured by the Burmese army face forced labor, torture, and execution. Others are unable to return to their homes for fear of stepping on landmines and live in makeshift camps, enduring some of the worst health conditions in any world crisis today.

The Joint European Union and United States issued the following statement: “We call on the authorities to stop violence and to open a process of dialogue with pro democracy leaders including Aung San Suu Kyi and representatives of ethnic minorities. We urge China, India, Asean and others in the region to use their influence in support of the people of Burma. We are deeply troubled by reports that security forces have fired on and attacked peaceful demonstrators and arrested many Buddhist monks and others. We condemn all violence against peaceful demonstrators and remind the country’s leaders of their personal responsibility for their actions.”

The crisis in Burma is the most recent example of political violence occurring throughout the world today. Violence is a common means used by governments to achieve their political goals. They believe that citizens of their countries would never respond to political demands and that violence is not only justified but also necessary in order to achieve their objectives.  Political violence, similar to the crisis in Burma, is taking place in many other regions of the world today including Chad, Darfur, Nigeria and Palestine.  
Questions: 

· Is there a way to increase humanitarian support in Burma, or other countries in similar circumstances?

· How can neighboring countries help support refugees in these countries?

· Can internet organizations help get information about the Burma crisis out to other countries around the world since websites carrying information and videos of the demonstrations have been blocked? – 

· What can UN countries do to persuade China to stop sending arms to the Burmese government and to stop supporting the violence? – Should the UN Security Council call for an arms embargo on Burma?

Sources:

http://www.emergencyburma.org/ 
 www.refugeesinternational.org/contenthttp:// 
http://www.burmanet.org/news/2007/10/ 

 http://www.pvtr.org/ 

 http://www.amnesty.org/
European Union

Topic 1: Child Labor

  Does your country engage in Child Labor directly? Does it engage in it indirectly through trade? 

  Is your country pro- or anti- IPEC? 

  What legislation is there specific to your country in regards to Child Labor? In regards to its violators? Is this legislation respected or disregarded? 

  To what extent does the role of education take in Child Labor? 

  Does, and if so when, the general welfare of a country merit compromising a child’s rights?
Topic 2: Integration of Cultural Minorities

· Are there any sizable ethnic, religious, or cultural minorities which have been living within your country? What is their relationship with the central government? Have they been successfully accommodated such that they feel a part of the national group?

· What have your country's policies been in relation to the accommodation of minorities? What approaches have and have not worked?

· What interest, if any, does your country feel it has in the integration of particular minorities into other nations? What action, if any, has it taken towards this end?

Topic 3: Freedom of the Press
· How can organizations help persuade companies such as Google not give in to government pressures to censor information?

· What steps can the United Nations take to further promote use of the internet to journalists in developing countries?

Topic 4: Global Democracy Movements

· Is there a way to increase humanitarian support in Burma, or other countries in similar circumstances?

· How can neighboring countries help support refugees in these countries?

· Can internet organizations help get information about the Burma crisis out to other countries around the world since websites carrying information and videos of the demonstrations have been blocked? – 

· What can UN countries do to persuade China to stop sending arms to the Burmese government and to stop supporting the violence? – Should the UN Security Council call for an arms embargo on Burma?

