Country: Thailand

Committee: Political and Security Committee (B)
Delegate: Ally Bowers
                                   Delegation: Somerville High School
Topic: Illegal Trafficking





Political and Security Committee

Topic 1: Illegal Trafficking

· How does the UN currently monitor the trade of weaponry? Should more be done that is already occurring?

· What conflicts have been generated based upon the illegal use of small arms? How could they have been avoided?

· What further actions can the UN take to prevent illegal trafficking without infringing on national sovereignty and international security?  

· How can the people of third-world nations be educated about illegal trafficking?  Should it be the responsibility of the UN or of NGO’s and the nation’s own government? 

· Who should decide where drug problems exist, and which should be addressed?

· Should the UN be involved in deciding which drugs are legal or illegal?

Topic 2: Biochemical Weaponry 

· Should biochemical weaponry manufacture be permitted to continue by the United Nations?  When is the correct time to act?  If civilians are placed at risk, is their manufacture a violation of human rights? 

· Should the UN be permitted to legislate against the manufacture of biochemical weaponry if no great attack has currently occurred?

· If the UN is able to restrict the manufacture of biochemical weaponry, which nations should be commanded to halt their production?  Only those which are considered a threat?  Or all nations who possess them?

· What are adequate means of penalizing nations which are known producers of biochemical weaponry?  

Topic 3: Preemptive Aggression

· What is the definition of preemptive aggression?

· Is preemptive aggression a legal act of self defense?

· What grounds classify a war declared under preemptive aggression?

· How should the U.N. determine if a war was started because of preemptive aggression?

· Does the U.N. have the ability to justify preemptive aggression as an illegitimate excuse to conduct war?

· Should a precise set of guidelines be created upon which allows or condemns of preemptive aggression?

Topic 4: The Blackwater Scandal and Privatization of War

· Are private security firms an asset or a disturbance during times of war or aid?
· Can a war truly be fought by the private sector or is it the responsibility of the nation’s own military?
· Who should regulate the actions of private security firms?  Who should they answer to?
· If an offense is committed by a private security firm, who is to blame and should it be considered a war crime if the act is heinous enough?
· Can a conflict be solved without private intervention or in today’s day and age, should nations depend on private firms to aid them when necessary?
Pol-Sec (Political and Security Committee) 

Topic 4: The Blackwater Scandal and the Privatization of War

The United States, in order to deal with the conflict in Iraq, has employed many private security companies, such as Blackwater USA to aid its armed forces in protecting Americans, costing upwards of $832 million from 2004-2006 (“Blackwater USA Founder Defends Company”).  While these firms do not employ American soldiers, these privately owned companies are permitted to carry weapons and to fire at will to protect Americans in Iraq.  While this may seem like a new concept, this practice has become commonplace for many nations across the globe since the end of World War II.  These firms can be used for waging war or aid efforts, like Hurricane Katrina (Scahill 1), if the nation’s respective army cannot handle such tasks.  In addition, countries like Colombia have hired private security firms to combat the illegal drug trade as Colombian army is no match for the industry.  Despite their positive exterior, these firms have proven to be excessively violent and have ignited much controversy over their presence in areas like Iraq.
On September 16, 2007, security personnel from Blackwater USA in Iraq shot and killed eleven Iraqis, which was only one of 195 reported incidents of Blackwater not following procedure.  However, the controversy was ignited by reports, which claimed that the shooting was unprovoked and that Blackwater had acted illegally (Broder and Risen 2).  On October 1st, the FBI began a formal investigation of the controversy and the families are pursuing cases against Blackwater.  Many opponents have claimed that these security companies cannot be trusted and are being paid too much by the federal government while supporters argue that they are needed and will turn the tide in Iraq.  Overall, this situation has brought up the changing face of warfare around the world.  While the concept of mercenaries has existed for centuries, the hiring of private firms to wage war is a new innovation.  
Blackwater USA and private security companies like it have also offered their services to other conflicts such as the current civil unrest in the Darfur region of Sudan.  While UN peacekeeping forces are expected to begin a surge in the region sometime in the late fall, Blackwater feels that the area would be best served by their entry immediately.  The UN has stated that it does not feel that it is the responsibility of private companies to take on the responsibilities of the United Nations and therefore has not hired Blackwater for any peacekeeping mission (Langfitt 1).  Overall, these actions by Blackwater and other private security companies are becoming more and more common throughout the world as these firms are seen as more effective than a nation’s armed forces alone.  This notion clearly illustrates how face of war is changing and how this may impact conflicts that may arise in the years to come.  
Questions:

· Are private security firms an asset or a disturbance during times of war or aid?
· Can a war truly be fought by the private sector or is it the responsibility of the nation’s own military?
· Who should regulate the actions of private security firms?  Who should they answer to?
· If an offense is committed by a private security firm, who is to blame and should it be considered a war crime if the act is heinous enough?
· Can a conflict be solved without private intervention or in today’s day and age, should nations depend on private firms to aid them when necessary?
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Topic: Illegal Trafficking
Thailand, as a nation of Southeast Asia, feels that human trafficking is a topic of the utmost importance.  Women and children are constantly trafficked to and from Thailand as part of the illegal sex trade and through prostitution rings.  Approximately two to three hundred thousand sex workers are estimated to be underage or kidnapped children in Thailand, which has caused the government to begin to take action against the traffickers.  In 2004, the Thai government began an informational campaign to warn the Thai people of the intentions of traffickers but only slight success has been recognized.  While there has been some aid from non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) the funding is so limited that it has been unable to create a large decrease in trafficking.  Thailand believes that change must come from the government and that education is only way that the traffickers can be combated.  Thailand would also welcome UN assistance in this pursuit.  Overall, human trafficking is one of the foremost issues facing Thailand today, as their population seems to be disappearing each day into the sex trade.  While weapons trafficking is not a notable issue for Thailand, its neighbors in Southeast Asia struggle with such a conflict and therefore, Thailand hopes that such issues will see resolutions.  Finally, in terms of drug trafficking, new drugs such as “yaa-baa” have become increasingly popular in Thailand and therefore are heavily trafficked.  The Thai government has enlisted the Phra Muang Task force, a special unit of the Thai army, to guard the mountains which separate it from Burma in order to prevent further trafficking.  Thailand believes that “yaa-baa” and other drugs should be dealt with by the affected nation itself as any interaction with other forces could impugn national sovereignty.  Additionally, while these new drugs as well as other substances still exist within Thailand, these issues can be resolved without foreign intervention.  Trafficking however, is still one of Thailand’s foremost concerns and therefore Thailand is hoping that it will be addressed in detail.  
Sources Used:
CIA World Factbook - Thailand

-https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/th.html 

BBC News – Country Profile: Thailand

-http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/country_profiles/1237845.stm 

Humantrafficking.org – Thailand

-http://www.humantrafficking.org/countries/thailand 
BBC News – “Thailand: Trafficking the Traffickers” 

-http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/crossing_continents/2518085.stm 

Issues to be addressed in resolution on the topic:

· All countries currently experiencing severe problems contra human trafficking shall receive government, and/or United Nation forces to combat trafficking, if needed.
· Education regarding and spreading the awareness of human trafficking shall be provided to all countries that are in dire need of it.

· All victims of human trafficking shall receive medical, psychological, along with employment support; while all suspected traffickers shall be investigated as well as prosecuted.

· Funding in which to aid the prevention of illegal human trafficking shall be given to those countries that are experiencing brutal predicaments.

· Such funding will be given by non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) and/or the United Nations.

Justification for Issues Raised:


Human trafficking has caused immense problems around the world. The numbers are quite alarming; An estimated 700,000 to 4 million women and children are trafficked across international borders each year, while over $7 billion dollars is generated across the globe from such trafficking. Thus, previous efforts to prevent human trafficking have been ineffective. Several countries have made attempts to prevent the widespread illegal activities. Such countries that have attempted such include the Philippines, Thailand, with the Phra Muang Task Force and the United States, with the Trafficking in Persons and Worker Exploitation Task Force. The approach that needs to be taken with the matter should require greater support from external sources, in lieu of simply government proceedings.
The Political and Security Committee,


Acknowledging that an estimated 700,000 to four million women and children are trafficked across international boarders each year,

Alarmed that human trafficking, on a global scale, generates over seven billion dollars each year,


Keeping in mind that the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human rights is a document which supports the wellness of mankind,


Recalling that Article 4 of the Declaration firmly states that “No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms,”


Regretting that human trafficking, in many cases, violates Article 4 of the Declaration by trafficking persons across borders to encourage slavery or servitude,

Fully Aware that many countries have made attempts to prevent illegal human trafficking within their own borders,


Deeply Disturbed with the inclining statistics of those affected by the harms of illegal human trafficking, along with the inclining population of those who are physically and mentally harmed through trafficking activities,

Recognizing that insufficient funding has been given to countries who have struggled to contain dire human trafficking concerns, and who have attempted to create task forces to aid in the containment process,


Appreciating that several countries have passed legislation to deter many from practicing illegal activities,


Further Desiring the necessity for a universal standard upon preventing, protecting, and prosecuting all those involved in illegal human trafficking,


Stressing the dire need to bring to an end to illegal human trafficking,

Therefore be it resolved by the Political and Security Committee,

1. Defines:

a.  “Human Trafficking”, as defined by the U.N.; “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of persons, by means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments and benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person for the purposes of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation or the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.”
2. Calls Upon all nations to implement the following standards:

a. Police and immigrant officials are to be educated in trafficking, cases of domestic violence, and prostitution;

i. This should be done through a conference which shall be held as many times as the country feels it’s needed.

ii. A training period, which should endure for a minimum of two weeks, shall be required for all police and immigrant officials following the conference.

iii. Means to teach and inform all police and immigrant officials shall be provided by non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) or the United Nations.

b. Victims of human trafficking shall be offered the option to reside in a shelter;
i. Such shelter houses must be easily accessible to all who are victims of trafficking.

ii. Shelters shall be open to all victims for a minimum of two months with a maximum of five years.

iii. Victims in the shelter shall be provided access to health care, counseling/ psychological help, as well as vocational activities and education.

c. Suspected traffickers shall be investigated, and prosecuted. All prosecutions shall be made accordingly;

i. Those convicted must serve prison time which must include a minimum of three years.

ii. The time in which a convicted trafficker must serve shall be depended upon how severe and illegal the activities they participated were.

d. All foreign victims and or suspected traffickers are to be repatriated to their country of origin as quickly as possible.

3. Instructs all nations to

a. Implement the creation of a task force to act as added security and protection to cease trafficking.

b. Require an educational program which shall better inform all persons upon human trafficking, its causes, and its detriments to the global community, which shall be properly funded by NGO’s or the U.N.

4. Directs the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to supervise and monitor the training of police and immigration officials, monitor the activities and process of the task forces, as well as supervise over the prosecution of all suspected traffickers.
