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The exploitation of labor as well as the social injustice continues to be a problem today.  Many countries have impossible work days with little pay, and some countries have extremely high unemployment rates.  High population and poor economic condition as well as lack of adequate government control continue to be the driving forces of this problem.


In 1919, the International Labour Organization was formed.  The driving forces for ILO's creation arose from security, humanitarian, political and economic considerations. Summarizing them, the ILO Constitution's Preamble says the High Contracting Parties were 'moved by sentiments of justice and humanity as well as by the desire to secure the permanent peace of the world…’   There was keen appreciation of the importance of social justice in securing peace, against a background of exploitation of workers in the industrializing nations of that time. There was also increasing understanding of the world's economic interdependence and the need for cooperation to obtain similarity of working conditions in countries competing for markets.

The areas of improvement listed in the Preamble remain relevant today, for example:

· Regulation of the hours of work including the establishment of a maximum working day and week; 

· Regulation of labour supply, prevention of unemployment and provision of an adequate living wage; 

· Protection of the worker against sickness, disease and injury arising out of his employment; 

· Protection of children, young persons and women; 

· Provision for old age and injury, protection of the interests of workers when employed in countries other than their own; 

· Recognition of the principle of equal remuneration for work of equal value; 

· Recognition of the principle of freedom of association; 

· Organization of vocational and technical education, and other measures

As the world's only tripartite multilateral agency, the ILO is dedicated to bringing decent work and livelihoods, job-related security and better living standards to the people of both poor and rich countries. It helps to attain those goals by promoting rights at work, encouraging opportunities for decent employment, enhancing social protection and strengthening dialogue on work-related issues. 


But many countries rely on their individual labour standards.  Many countries’ economies are based on the poor conditions of their workers because they simply cannot afford to improve them.  Many workers have to work those long hours to merely make a living—a poor one at that. The UN, as a peacemaking body, should be able to regulate this problem.

Questions: 

· Should the UN change or alter the goals of the ILO?

· How should the UN put into action these goals?

· Would war torn countries pose a problem to these goals?

· Should the UN establish an international maximum work day?  An international wage? An international work age?

Citations:

http://www.ilo.org/global/About_the_ILO/lang--en/index.htm
http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1969/labour-history.html
http://www.us.ilo.org/
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Topics: World Drug Problem, Occupational Health, Corruption


This year’s topics in the Legal Committee include the World Drug Problem, Occupational Health, and Corruption. Japan feels that these topics are very important ones and demand immediate action.

Japan feels that there is much to be done to combat terrorism and corruption, and believe that it is necessary for the international community take comprehensive measures to counter transnational organized crime, narcotic drugs, money laundering, and trafficking brought about by corrupt government. In Japan, such actions are serious crimes and would not be tolerated if committed by those in positions of power or by common people. Japan would make an effort to help combat corruption if only the situation required comprehensive international action. 

In regard to the world drug problem, Japan feels that it is necessary to accelerate the implementation of global strategies previously approved by the United Nations. Japan also sees international and regional cooperation as an important factor in combating the world drug problem. Japan also believes it is necessary to focus on international efforts to eradicate illicit poppy cultivation in Afghanistan, as well as target global distribution of amphetamines and stimulants. Japan would be willing to continue to contribute more than $3.00 million a year to the UNDCP, and is also in favor of hosting an International Drug Control Summit, as the one hosted in April of 2002 was found as a successful way for senior officials and experts from over thirty five countries and six international agencies to engage in an open forum. Japan is also in support of drug education, and continues to use it in school as a way to help combat its nations’ own drug problem. 


The compensation system in Japan is administered by a part of the MOL Labor Standards Bureau, following standards set by the Workmen’s Accident Compensation Insurance Law of 1947. Over fifty percent of Japanese workers are covered under this system, which is one of national compensation. A praised strength of this system is Japanese workers’ ability to obtain partial replacement for wages outside this compensation system through Japan’s national health insurance system. However despite its efficiency, the system has made it difficult for Japan to manage collection for occupational diseases. Recognized occupational diseases and disorder specifications are listed under the Labor Standards Law, and it has become hard to account for jobs or diseases not specified under the Labor Standards Law. This tends to put Japanese workers in a compromising position. This is also a common problem with the United States’ state-based system.


In conclusion, Japan hopes to reach compromise on such pressing issues with the other nations involved in the United Nations.

Works Consulted:

1. https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
2. “United Nations Convention Against Corruption”. April 15, 
<http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/crime_convention_corruption.html>.

3. Johnson, Japan: Who Governs?, W.W. Norton, 1996

4. Jansen, The Making of Modern Japan, Belknap, 2000

5. Victor Rodwin. Health Care in Japan. New York University. Retrieved on 2007-03-10.
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Topic: Decreasing Intravenous Drug Use
Issues to be addressed in resolution on the topic:

●
All nations with high incidence of intravenous drug related HIV shall be directed by the United Nations to monitor the use of methadone clinics

●
All nations with high incidence of intravenous drug related HIV shall be directed by the United Nations to monitor the incidence of heroine use through means of random drug testing

●
An international summit will be called in 2013 to discuss the success of methadone clinics in reducing heroine use based on use of Methadone clinics and incidence of heroin use as well as the further implementation of methadone clinics based on the success of that methadone clinic

●
At this international summit, countries will be evaluated on their monitoring productivity as well as given target goals related to percentage decrease of intravenous drug users

●
If one country’s government does not comply with this mandate it shall be penalized

Justification for issues raised:


Intravenous drug use, as declared by UNODC, is one of four factors contributing to the rapid spread of HIV/AIDS. In areas such as East Asia and the Pacific, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia, intravenous drug use is known to be the driving force behind the epidemic. Implementing an international responsibility for monitoring the incidence of intravenous drug use will promise international involvement on fighting the epidemic. The United Nations hopes to decrease the spread of HIV/AIDS by focusing on one major contributing factor.
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Committee: Legal Committee (B)

Topic Area: World Drug Problem

Sponsored By: Japan

The Legal Committee,


Deeply disturbed at the incidence of HIV among intravenous drug users (namely users of heroine) in industrialized countries


Acknowledging the success of harm reduction programs in several countries around the world industrialized and others


Aware that previous summits have been immensely successful as open forums to discuss solutions to world drug problems

Further Aware of possible resistance to the implementation of harm reduction strategies from other nations


Recalling the decisions reached by the Program Coordinating Board of UNAIDS


Observing that the institution of methadone clinics for rehabilitation will reduce demand for illicit heroine

Therefore let it be resolved by the Legal Committee,

1. Defines:

a. “Intravenous” as of, pertaining to, employed in, or administered by injection into a vein

b. “Harm Reduction” as any progressive alternative to prohibition of certain dangerous lifestyle choices

i. A progressive alternative being one that is significantly less harmful than the lifestyle choice itself

2. Encourages an international summit to discuss implementing widespread institution of methadone clinics

3. Calls upon all nations of high incidence of intravenous drug-related HIV to:

a. Monitor the use of methadone clinics

b. Monitor incidence of heroine use through random drug testing

4. Has resolved that another international summit be called in 2013 to discuss:

a. The success of methadone clinics in reducing heroine use based on use of Methadone clinics and incidence of heroin use

b. Further implementation of methadone clinics based on the success of methadone clinic

Signatories:

Japan
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Legal Committee 
Topic 1: INTERNATIONAL LABOUR

· Should the UN change or alter the goals of the ILO?

· How should the UN put into action these goals?

· Would war torn countries pose a problem to these goals?

· Should the UN establish an international maximum work day?  An international wage? An international work age?

Topic 2: WORLD DRUG PROBLEM

· Would it serve the country’s best interest to restrict crop yield?

· Could the reduction be managed? How?

· Should UNODC or CND be modified or added to?

· Drugs are also used as medicine. Taking this into account, how will it be regulated?

· Drug trafficking is a major issue in some countries, but for some it is beneficial. How will those countries react to a reduction and how will they be compensated?
Topic 3: OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH

· How would more under developed nations be treated in comparison to more developed ones?

· Which occupations require more protection of workers? Who would define this?

· How will the UN ensure protection or provide assistance to those already injured?

· Should the WHO goals be revised?

· In what form would the UN provide infrastructure support? 

· Should the UN do this at all?
Topic 4: CORRUPTION

· What can be done to prevent governments from corruption? 

· To what extent should the UN intervene in finding a solution for this issue? 

· How can organizations such as the ACU and GPAC be improved? 

· What laws could be implemented to alleviate the oppression of corrupt government on its country’s people? 

· What can be done to protect a nation’s money from unnecessary expenses? 
How can the correct use of international aid be ensured? Would this involve cooperation of private organizations?

