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Mock Letter to HSC Delegates

November 14, 2007
Page 2

Jason L. Reimer, Esq.
Direct Dial:  717-364-1005

E-mail:  jreimer@hangley.com

Dear Delegate:

 Let me begin by apologizing for not being with you in person at this year’s Mock Session.  Unfortunately, a work commitment has prevented my attendance.  I do want to provide you, however, my contact information.  If, after contacting your bloc leader, I can be of any further assistance in your preparations, please do not hesitate to e-mail or call my office.  That information is provided above.
The Historical Simulation Committee is one of the most exciting, rewarding, and intense experiences a high school student could have in the Hershey Model UN program.  We will make three guarantees about this year’s simulation:
1. We will not be scripted, so realize the decisions the major players make will have repercussions – some good, some disastrous. 

2. The decisions for humanitarian relief and clean-up, notifications, public information, political and military maneuvers, economic sanctions, and geopolitical relations are left to you. 

3. This weekend could be the most challenging, yet fun weekend of your life – if you are prepared. 

That said, it is important for you to prepare thoroughly for the conference.
  Your preparations should begin with the answering of the following questions – not end.  By 5:00 pm on December 10, 2007, you must e-mail your answer to these questions to me.  Failure to comply with this rule could (and without a very good reason APPROVED BY ME IN ADVANCE) lead to your reassignment.
  It is important to note that if anyone in your bloc is late without approval, the entire bloc will be sanctioned at the start of the weekend. 

A word of note: this deadline is not set arbitrarily.  A member of my college staff reviews every paper and sends you personalized feedback.  Not only does being late impact you and your bloc, it also negatively impacts my staff.  If you know you are having an issue, please communicate that issue to me in advance.
I make one last guarantee about the program – having an incredible time is completely based on everyone being prepared.  That preparation starts today.  Your bloc leaders designed these questions so we can begin the moment we convene in January.
  Please do your part and ensure the success of this year’s HSC.

While preparing, do remember that:


We didn't start the fire
It was always burning since the world's been turning.
We didn't start the fire
But when we are gone
It will still burn on, and on, and on, and on...

Finally, I wish you all a great Holiday season.  See you in January!

Best wishes,

Jason L. Reimer

HSC Coordinator

Instructions for Completing the Assignment

· Answer the questions to all blocs and then the questions to your specific bloc.  

· When you need to determine a specific year, use 1989 for your research.

· Comply with the position paper guidelines in the MUN manual with the following exceptions:

· Each paper should be a minimum of 3-pages and maximum of 5-pages at size 12 Garamond or Times New Roman font with single spacing and 1” margins all around.

· When it is possible to use 1-2 sentence answers, please do so (e.g. “What form of government does your country have? Democracy.”)

· Encyclopedias and Wikipedia are not recognized sources for the HSC; do not cite to it.  

· Although you do not need to get carried away with complying with citation rules, your cites must be good enough where my staff can find EXACTLY where you got your information.

· Your paper must cite at least two primary sources from the country you represent.

· PRESS CORPS MEMBERS 
· If you are assigned the press corps, you will not answer specific bloc questions.  Instead, during Mock Session you will be assigned by Mr. Foster either Group 1, Group 2, or Group 3.  Your paper should answer the general bloc questions for the following countries based on what group you were assigned (you need to have a broad background on certain countries): 

· Group 1: U.S.S.R, Panama, Israel, Libya
· Group 2: United States, South Africa, Brazil, Switzerland
· Group 3: United Kingdom, Colombia, Rwanda, Poland
· Additionally, you need to pick one country from your group from either Africa or South America and write two short (3 paragraphs each) articles.  You should choose one lesser known domestic event and one lesser known foreign event.

Questions for all blocs 

1. Discuss the economic status of your country.  Include facts such as its industrialized status, gross national product, per capita income, and economic status in comparison to neighboring countries.

2. Discuss your trade situation.  Include facts such as your major imports and exports, major trading partners, trade surplus or deficit, and which major economic leagues your country is a member.

3. What form of government does your country have?

4. Describe how your government took power and how stable it is.  Are there any internal uprisings or possible rebellions against your government?

5. How strong is your healthcare system?

Questions for Security Council Members

1. Who are your top three allies? Why? Who are your top three enemies? Why.

2. What is your opinion on the pro-democracy demonstrations in Tiananmen Square? Do you believe that the Chinese government handled the demonstrations properly?

3. Was your country affected by the division of Yugoslavia in 1992? If so, how? What is your position on the Serbian’s ethnic cleansing?  Do you plan to take any action?

4. Between the years 1989 and 1990 many countries began to have free elections, are you for or against the free elections? Explain.

5. What was your position of the ending of the East German’s travel restrictions in 1989 and to the official reunification of West Germany and East Germany in 1990?

6. Do you believe that the creation of the Declaration of the Commonwealth of Independent States was a good idea? Why or Why not?

7. Was you country effected by the dissolution of the Soviet Union? If so, how?  What was you country’s position on the dissolution? Explain.

8. What is your country’s position on the drug war, pertaining to Columbia? Is your country involved in the drug war in anyway?

9. What is your countries position on the Gulf War?  If your had to choose, which side would you support, the United States and Saudi Arabia or Iraq? Explain.

10. Why did the United States invade Panama? Do you agree with President Bush’s reasons for invading Panama? Was your country for or against the invasion? Explain. Did your country get involved in anyway? If so, how?

Questions for the United States & Israel Bloc

1. What is your role in the bloc? What are some of your responsibilities? What are some of your past accomplishments that make you qualified for the position you now hold? Who are your allies/enemies?

2. What is going on in Columbia dealing with drug trafficking? How is America and the other South American countries involved? How should America deal with this?

3. What are your opinions on Dictator Noriega and the controversy in Panama? How do you feel America should handle the controversy? Do you favor invasion? 

4. How do you think America should resolve the federal budget deficit left after the Reagan deficit? What are other opinions on the issue? What is your opinion of Bush’s deficit-cutting deal?

5. What are other economic and domestic problems in the USA and other countries? How does the re-organization of corporations affect the American population? 

6. What is NAFTA and how does it affect the USA and the countries that surround it? 

7. What are your current opinions of the USSR? How do you think the USA should respond to USSR’s refusal to grant the Baltic nations of Lithuania and Latvia independence? What are START 1 and the Nunn-Luga Act Cooperative Threat Reduction?

8. What is the USA’s past relationship with Iraq like? What caused the Gulf war? What happens during the Gulf War? How do you think it was handled? Do you think Bush’s decision to leave Hussein in power was wise?

9. Who are the countries in the UN coalition? What do they want specifically, for example what do the Arab countries want verses what are the European and Asian countries? 

10. What was going on in Africa during this time? What are your opinions of the controversies in specifically Somalia, South Africa, Rwanda, and Libya?

Questions for the Americas

1. Who is the character you are representing?—describe their beliefs and role.

2. What are your responsibilities within your country and within the South America Bloc?

3. Who are your allies/enemies?

4. What are the major events that affect South America during the 1989-1993 time period? How do your country and the person you are playing play a role in these events?

5. What is going on in Columbia dealing with drug trafficking? How are the other South American countries involved?

6. What are your opinions on Dictator Noriega and the controversy in Panama? How would you/your country respond to this?

7. Are there similarities between the issues facing countries in Africa during this time and your country?

8. Who is right, in your country’s view: the United States or the Soviet Union?

9. What are the population dynamics of you country? (How many working age adults, children, seniors).

10. How does your country interact with the other countries in the simulation (Africa, UK, US, USSR) do you have any allies among these countries? Any enemies?

Questions for the European Community Bloc

1. What are the responsibilities associated with your role? Who are your countries allies/enemies? Are you liberal, conservative, moderate, etc?

2. How do you and your country feel about the European Exchange Mechanism? How do you feel about the introduction of the euro?

3. How do you think Europe needs to approach the Soviet Union? Do you lean more towards deterrence or détente? What can you gain/lose from the dismantling of the Soviet Union?

4. On what issues do you support the US? On what issues do you disagree?

5. How do you feel about a poll tax in lieu of tax rates? 

6. How do you feel about Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait?

7. What do you think about the Yugoslav Wars? Should military aid be given to the Bosniaks or the Serbians? Or neither?

8. How do you feel about the Single European Act?

9. How do you feel about the Troubles in North Ireland? Specifically the Anglo-Irish Agreement?

10.  What issues in Africa is your country affected by? Do you have plans to deal with them?

Questions for the Organization of African Unity
1. What is your role in the bloc? What are some of your responsibilities? What are some of your past accomplishments that make you qualified for the position you now hold? Who are your political allies and enemies? What do you hope to accomplish both within your country and within your bloc?

2. To what extent does colonialism continue to have an impact on your country? How has European involvement in your nation’s affairs affected your current economic state? Has it had any lasting effect on your nation’s culture? 

3. What is the current status of race relations in your country? Are there any ongoing, recently resolved, or impending social crises that may affect the way your country relates to others? How are you directly related to these issues, and what do you feel should be done about them?

4. How does your country relate to other African nations? Have you had any direct or indirect involvement in the internal affairs of countries other than your own? If so, explain this involvement in detail. What is your view of the Organization of African Unity? Do you support or reject the idea of closer ties among African countries, and why? 

5. What is your country’s current relationship with the United States? How do you view the foreign policy of Presidents Reagan and Bush, and what influence have they exerted on you and your nation in terms of your domestic affairs?

6. What is your country’s current relationship with the Soviet Union? How do Gorbachev’s reforms and the collapse of communism worldwide impact your nation?

7. What is your view of apartheid in South Africa? Why did it end, and what role (if any) did you have in ending or attempting to preserve it? What impact did this have on other African nations and the world at large?

8. What is your view of the current crisis in Rwanda? Do you support Habyarimana’s government? Why or why not? What were some of the causes of the Rwandan civil war and subsequent genocide? What involvement do you have in these events, and how might you work toward a different outcome?

9. What is the current political situation in Somalia? Do you support the actions of Siad Barre, and why or why not? What impact does the outbreak of the Somali Civil War have on you and your country, and how would you like to see it resolved?

10. Describe the events surrounding the bombing of Pan American Flight 103 and the subsequent political controversy. How has Qaddafi’s confrontational foreign policy, support for terrorist groups, and pursuit of chemical weapons impacted you










� As you undoubtedly learned today, this is known as Mr. Foster’s Rule. 





� As you also have undoubtedly learned today, being punctual (hint, early) is known as Mr. Reimer’s Rule.  This rule does extend to the conference weekend.  Failure to be on time (hint, early) to any session will result in you finding a comfortable seat on the sidelines of the simulation for a period of time – in addition to jeopardizing your entire bloc’s standing.


� Note: your bloc leaders prepared these questions.  They might not encompass everything that will be examined during the weekend.  I would strongly suggest you work with your bloc and consider the other countries involved in this year’s game and try to draw conclusions as to what issues and events we might build into the game.





