General Assembly

Topic 1: Drug Abuse

Questions:

· What alternatives can be provided to those people whose only source of income is through the selling/production of drugs?
· How can drug trafficking be better monitored in the global community? Who would monitor it?
· What can be done in order to ensure that the production of drugs by manufacturers goes directly to medical use and doesn’t matriculate into the black market?
· How can the black market be diminished?
· What are the ways that drug abuse can be prevented and by whom?
Topic 2: World Crime

Questions
· What can be done in order to prevent corruption in elections around the world? How can corrupt individuals now in office be dealt with?

· What can the U.N. do to assist those that have been affected by crime?

· How can organized crime and terrorist groups be combated?

· What further measures can be taken in order to halt illicit trafficking, especially human trafficking? 

· How can the firearm industry be monitored so that weapons are not falling into the wrong hands? What can be done to stop the black market that currently exists?
Topic 3: Global Currency

Questions:

· Would adopting a global currency be beneficial or hurtful to the global economy?  

· Who would manage and work at these global banks? How would these people be hired - what qualifications would they need to have?  Which countries would they be from?

· If a global currency were to be adopted, should some sort of education be enacted in third-world countries to better inform them of the provisions of the currency?

· What would the expected time frame be for this conversion to happen within?  
Topic 4: Global Warming
Questions:
· Should there be a policy enacted, other than Kyoto (which was not signed by all countries), to reduce greenhouse gas emissions into the air?

· Are all of the effects of global warming negative?  Could there be positive outcomes from this process?

· What other actions can be taken to reduce the terrible effects that the world's use of chemicals has on the Earth?

· What should subtopic of global warming should the world community be concentrating on: research, energy, habits of persons, etc.?
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The Earth has always followed a complex cycle of development and change. Over the last century, the average temperature has climbed about 1 degree Fahrenheit around the world.  The 1990s was the warmest decade since the mid-1800s, when record-keeping started and some of the hottest years in history being most recent.   The United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) projects that global temperatures will rise an additional 3 to10 degrees Fahrenheit (1.6 to 5.5 degrees Celsius) by century's end.  Preserving the environment has become extremely important, seeing the extreme effects that nature brings. The environment is showing much climate change and natural disasters.  Rises in hurricane severity, tsunami occurrences, and drastic temperature changes have been the cause for a great loss of human life totaling in the thousands.   Many of these catastrophes are due to global warming.  Two major players in global warming include insecticides and ocean damage.  There are several environmentalists, however, that say global warming is not a pressing issue. 

Insecticides are constantly being sprayed over the Earth.  The most detrimental effect that insecticides have is on the water, as the results of the chemicals penetrating the oceans are catastrophic. After the toxins reach the soil, the rain causes them to find their way into rivers or streams leading to the oceans. Immediately, certain wildlife in their natural habits are killed, poisoned, or harmed in some way. Then, the natural cycle of precipitation begins and water is evaporated into the air, before being sent down again as rain. Although these toxins may have been infiltrated into one place, they now have traveled much farther, even into non-agricultural areas or places that tend to have a lot of people. 

Damage to our oceans also increases global warming. The root of global warming actually takes place in the oceans. The changes in temperature that people associate with the melting icecaps come from a change in the ocean currents that affect the weather. The more polluted the ocean is, the more the climate will continue to change, because the evaporation of the water gives the toxins the opportunity to mix with the greenhouse gases in the air. This augments the hole in the ozone layer, which allows for the changing of the ocean currents and the general rising of the Earth’s temperature. Temperatures have been decreasing in certain areas, but mainly increasing throughout the world.  The harmful insecticides and toxins sprayed relentlessly over the land make matters worse. The toxins that originally rooted themselves in the soil also seep into the ground water, which is used for public utilities. This means that drinking water and cooking water can be subtly affected. Chemical combinations are harmful and natural chemical changes cannot be predicted.  Evidence shows that icebergs are melting and the ocean levels are rising.  Cities on the edge of their continents could eventually come under water within the next 50 years.

Environmentalists are often faced with resistant groups that argue that global warming is not a prevalent concern. Those opposed to preservation say that the Earth’s temperatures and changes are a continuous cycle that was in place before humans even arrived on this planet. These advocators believe that humans are not really causing the changes in the Earth. Preservationists understand this theory; however, they also know that the way humans are treating the Earth is speeding up this process.  

Questions:

1.  Should there be a policy enacted, other than Kyoto (which was not signed by all countries), to reduce greenhouse gas emissions into the air?

2.  Are all of the effects of global warming negative?  Could there be positive outcomes from this process?

3.  What other actions can be taken to reduce the terrible effects that the world's use of chemicals has on the Earth?

4. What should subtopic of global warming should the world community be concentrating on: research, energy, habits of persons, etc.?
Sources
        Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change www.ipcc.ch 
        Environmental Protection Agency www.epa.gov 
        An Inconvenient Truth www.climatecrisis.net/thescience/
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The United States recognizes the dire importance of the topics to be discussed at the upcoming General Assembly session.  We are in support of all efforts to find solutions to the topics and want to be able to work openly with the other member states to ease the process.  The General Assembly must discuss these topics in depth and look at all avenues for the best possible results.

The United States believes that it has been a pioneer in attempting to reduce the effects of global warming.  Our goal is to lower our greenhouse gas emissions by about 32 tons between the years 2002 and 2012.  We aim to save more than 500 million metric tons in cumulative savings over the entire decade.  The United States wants to achieve these goals through improvements in technology, furthering the efficiency of energy use, working to create voluntary programs with industry, and through shifts to cleaner fuels.  The land of the United States is greatly affected by global warming.  Many plant and animal species are shifting northward, due to the warmer temperatures.  Coastal erosion is becoming a large problem along both coasts, as well as an increased loss of barrier islands and wetlands.  The changing ocean currents, as a result of the weather, provide a much greater risk in dangerous tropical storms.  An example can be seen in the disastrous Hurricane Katrina which struck our country in late August of 2005.  Higher temperatures increase the possibility of wildfires and causes insect outbreaks in many forests.   There is increased flooding from the rise in the sea level; however, the lake and river levels in the Midwest have been decreasing.  In the Great Plains, there are intensified springtime floods and summertime drought cycles.  There is reduced winter recreation and increased warm season activities.  In Alaska, there is a general increase in biological production from warming; but reduced sea ice and warming disrupts polar bears, marine mammals, and other wildlife. In 2003, the Clear Skies legislation was created to set a cap on the emission of three greenhouse pollutants: sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, and mercury.  The United States hopes to continue efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the use of fossil fuels.  

Sources
http://www.globalissues.org/EnvIssues/GlobalWarming.asp
http://www.climatehotmap.org/curriculum/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/
http://www.epa.gov/clearskies (click Clear Skies Act on left side of screen)
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Topic:  Global Warming
Issues to be addressed in resolution on the topic:

· Joint UN research shall progress on global warming to prove that global warming is a scientific event as opposed to a human problem.

· There shall be a reduction of the emission of greenhouse gases in a good faith effort to leave the planet in good condition for generations to come.

· A passable resolution must address solutions that counteract but not limited to acid rain, ozone depletion, and toxic air pollution, melting ice caps, climate change, and anything considered under the umbrella of global warming.

· Parts of the Clear Skies Act shall be addressed which may further include 
1) Setting a mandatory fuel standard that reduces the percentage of gasoline consumption (up to 15%)

2) Increasing the efficiency of fuel in order to reduce gas consumption by 8.5 billion gallons 
3) Increasing the supply of alternative fuel sources (to decrease the use of fossil fuels by 20%). 
Justifications for Issues Raised:

The United States believes that global warming is a scientific problem that needs to be addressed in the world. Its effects have become prevalent in many countries such as those near icebergs.  Several resolutions and initiatives have been attempted in this cause but have not fully succeeded.  These include the Clear Skies Act and Kyoto.  Fossil fuels are emitting gases into the atmosphere that remain there for numerous years and increase the greenhouse effect on the whole.  The excessive use of oil and gasoline is only further hindering the cause of stopping the constant increase in temperature. The Earth has had a steady rise in temperature for decades, and environmentalists affirm that it will continue to rise over the next century. Much research has been done on the topic of global warming, and it shows that if simple steps were employed, global warming can be reduced severely.
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The General Assembly,


Acknowledging that global warming has become a pressing world issue and must be dealt with immediately,

Recognizing that the United Nations must play an integral part in decreasing the effects of global warming,

Aware that the Earth’s temperature is predicted to be on a steady rise for the next century,

Realizing that this increase has caused and will continue to cause dramatic effects in nature around the world,

Further aware that the use and burning of fossil fuels by factories, transportation vehicles, and other sources emit greenhouse gases into the atmosphere that contribute to the overall warming of the earth,


Considering the statements made by environmentalists and other scientists alike concerning the time span of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere and their effects upon the ozone layer,

Understanding that several countries receive the effects of global warming more predominantly than others,

Deeply disturbed by the excessive nature of the world population in the use of fossil fuels and the lack of urgency to reduce the amount of non-renewable resources, 

Recalling prior initiatives to reduce the effects of global warming including the Clear Skies Act and Kyoto,
Therefore be it resolved by the General Assembly,

1. Defines:

a. “Greenhouse effect” simply as the warming effect of the Earth’s atmosphere due to trapping of the sun’s radiation (heat) and reflection back to the earth by the gases that make up the several layers of the atmosphere such as carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide.

b. “Gasoline” as the petroleum-derived liquid mixture used as fuel in types of engines

2. Calls Upon all member states of the United Nations that use gasoline as a means of energy to:
a. Reduce the percentage of gasoline consumption by 10% by 2037 with a total of 15% reduction by 2057.
b. Continue or begin research in fuel efficiency in order to aid gasoline-use reduction
c. Continue or begin research in matters of alternative fuels in order for a goal of 20% decrease in fossil fuels by the year 2057 and a steady increase in the supply of alternative fuels

3. Instructs those member states with research programs already developed to help those without any so that they can fulfill the goal of 15% reduction of gasoline consumption and 20% reduction of fossil fuels (as stated in Clause 2)

4. Directs the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme to:

a. Create a time-table for member states in order to aid them in the reduction process of the fossil fuels
b. Create an “exceptions” list to the reduction goal for the smaller, less developed states that do not primarily use gasoline or fossil fuels which this resolution may be of no concern

c. Ensure member states with the research opportunities necessary in order to reduce gasoline consumption and increase fuel efficiency

5. Asks all member states to promote the harms of excessive gasoline consumption within their populations

6. Further directs Governing Council to evaluate all member states with the progressions being made towards the 15 and 20% goals every five years with punishment to those who do not comply being determined by the  General Assembly
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