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China has an unyielding view on internet access.  Although our people have many freedoms similar to those of Western countries, our government feels obliged to protect its citizens from harmful material.  Potentially dangerous sites and internet programs are detrimental to a functional Chinese society.  

The Chinese government believes that any internet based files, statements, or other media which poses a threat to the government in power, should be dealt with as such.  This gives China the right to censor any threats to the peace and serenity of the People’s Republic of China.  China also maintains a stringent policy on the sharing and downloading of files via the internet.  The government asserts that this act is a criminal one and an act which is financially and politically detrimental.  Finally, China believes that e-mail is a harmful communication tool, which poses just as much a threat to spread radical ideas as it is able to allow people to communicate with each other.
For these reasons, the People’s Republic of China maintains its stance that although the internet is a valuable tool, it is one which governments should be able to patrol it in order to protect its people.  However, China does not censor any internet access or filter e-mails although it believes this should be under the government’s power.
Sources:

· http://www.cnn.com/interactive/world/0603/explainer.china.internet/frameset.exclude.html
· http://www.news.com/China-We-dont-censor-the-Internet.-Really/2100-1028_3-6130970.html
· This site maintains an updated list of recent events pertaining to free speech and internet: http://www.epic.org/free_speech/intl/
· This site is another great source for international news on internet censorship:  http://www.eff.org/
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Issues to be addressed in resolution on the topic:

· Jurisdiction over the internet will be left up to each individual country.

· The United Nations shall not make any committees which regulate or censor the internet in any way, and shall not allow for any one nation to have control over the internet.

· Each nation will have the right to censor any websites, e-mails, or other data on the internet if it is seen as a potential threat to the safety of their nation.

· Nations will have the right to determine the legality of file-sharing within each nation.

Justification for Issues Raised:

Though the internet is use by many nations worldwide, the legality of content should be determined by each individual nation.  Laws on censorship vary from nation to nation, and these laws should also extend to content on the internet.  There are both nations which allow for the freedom of speech, and those which limit what may be broadcast, and each nation’s laws must be respected.  The United Nations should not regulate the internet, or allow for any individual nation to have total jurisdiction over the internet, for every nation has different laws regarding what may be posted on the internet, and the consequences for said actions.
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Committee: Environment and Technology Committee (A)

Topic Area: Internet/File Sharing Regulation

Sponsored By: People’s Republic of China
The Environment and Technology Committee,


Realizing that every nation has it’s own laws about censorship, 


Acknowledging every nation’s right to its own laws,

Aware that every nation has it’ own views about the uses of the Internet,

Fully believing that if the United Nations appoints any one nation or group of nations to regulate the Internet, it will conflict with each nation’s own laws,

Bearing in mind that one nation should not have any control over another,

Therefore be it resoled by the Environment and Technology Committee,

1. 
Defines:

a.
Censorship as the act or practice of counterintelligence achieved by banning or deleting any information of value to someone or something;
b.
Internet to mean a computer network consisting of a worldwide network of computer networks that use network protocols to facilitate data transmission and exchange;

2.
 Instructs:

a.
The United Nations not to get involved with individual nations’ beliefs about the Internet;

b.
Every nation to have the right to determine the legality of file sharing within their own territory;

3. 
Directs every nation:

      a.  To have their own laws about Internet usage; 

      b.  To regulate the Internet;

      c.  To have total jurisdiction over the Internet;

      d.  To have their own laws regarding what may and may not be posted on the Internet; 

      e.  To have consequences for said actions.
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Enviro-Tech (Environment & Technology Committee)
Topic 4: Invasive Species 

Invasive or alien species are nonnative plants or animals that are sent, intentionally or unintentionally, to foreign natural habitats.  No matter the reason for their upheaval to a new environment, the species that were introduced have a profound impact on the affected region.  As seen by numerous examples in the past, these alien species may harm or endanger native plants and animals.  However, many argue that, through selective importation, the economies and basic of undeveloped countries may improve.

Invasive species may have an adverse effect on a country’s agriculture, forestry, production losses, and especially its natural biodiversity.  In the United States alone, estimated costs of damage and control surpass $138 billion annually (Pratt).  That amount would rise if one could take in account the losses of native species due to the overpopulation of invasive species.  With no natural predators, invasive species often flourish in foreign surroundings.  In 1935, cane toads, native to Hawaii, were introduced to Australia in an effort to control native cane beetles that were destroying sugarcane fields in the Queensland area.  The toads proved to be ineffective as they preyed on other animals instead and multiplied quickly, now numbering into the 200 millions today ("Invasive Species: International").

However, some experts believe that with the rapidly increasing human population, importing species can contribute to food security and poverty alleviation in developing countries.  Several countries have used nonnative species such as the Japanese oyster, Atlantic salmon, and the California abalone and found that they can generate a rapid profit and are also cost effective.

The World Conservation Union (IUCN) has launched a Species Survival Committee to provide information “on biodiversity conservation, the inherent value of species, their role in ecosystem health and functioning, the provision of ecosystem services, and their support to human livelihoods”(“IUCN”).  The IUCN has worked in conjunction with TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, to oversee the general transportation of animals while warning about the inherent harm of invasive species. The IUCN also introduced in 2002 the Countdown 2010 Declaration for countries to fully commit themselves to stop the loss of biodiversity.  In Europe alone, more than 100 partners ranging from local to national governments to individual businesses have joined the Countdown 2010 (“Global Action”).
"Invasive Species: International." National Invasive Species Information Center. 12 June 2007. 
28 Sept. 2007 <http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/international/main.shtml>.

"IUCN Overview." World Conservation Union. World Conservation Union. 30 Sept. 2007 
<http://ww.iucn.org>.

Pratt, Robert J. "Invasive Threats to the American Homeland." Parameters. 23 Feb. 2004. 30 
Sept. 2007 <http://www.carlisle.army.mil/usawc/Parameters/04spring/pratt.htm>.

"Global Action for Biodiversity." Countdown 2010. World Conservation Union. 30 Sept. 2007 
<http://www.countdown2010.net/article/declaration>.

Questions:
· What can be done to ensure that unintentional importation of alien species does not occur?

· How should the international community act to rectify problems caused by invasive species?

· Who should incur the damage control costs of invasive species: the country who exports them or the country that imports them?

· Should the United Nations be involved in regulating the transportation of alien species?  Who has jurisdiction when a dispute over these species arises?

· Can alien species be used to alleviate world hunger and poverty?

Enviro-Tech (Environment and Technology Committee)
Topic 1: Alteration in Weather Patterns 

· Is the WMO capable of undertaking a stronger more informed stance on the imminent problem of climate changes?

· How can information gathered from the many nations of the world be shared and applied to aid in the solution to this problem?

· Is there any way to reverse the environmental changes or better predict when and how they will take place in the future?

Topic 2: Internet/File-Sharing Regulation 

· Who should have jurisdiction over the Internet?  Should that include file-sharing?

· What can be done to prevent further spread of online copyright infringement?

· Should there exist international laws, separate from national laws, to govern the Internet? Of so, what kind of punishment should there be to enforce the laws?

· How can we persuade other countries to participate in global enforcement of intellectual copyright laws?

· Should a country’s censorship laws be applied to websites that are outside its domain?

Topic 3: Conservation and Distribution of Natural Resources

· Who should control the distribution and conservation of natural resources?

· How can natural resources be conserved?

· Should natural resources be allocated across the world where countries richer with natural resource help out those other countries that do not have as many natural resources?

· How can people be educated with this growing threat of losing natural resources?

· Should the preservation of some natural resources have a higher priority than others?

Topic 4: Invasive Species 

· What can be done to ensure that unintentional importation of alien species does not occur?

· How should the international community act to rectify problems caused by invasive species?

· Who should incur the damage control costs of invasive species: the country who exports them or the country that imports them?

· Should the United Nations be involved in regulating the transportation of alien species?  Who has jurisdiction when a dispute over these species arises?

· Can alien species be used to alleviate world hunger and poverty?

