Arab League

Topic 4: Crisis in Somalia

Ethiopia is waging a proxy war for the United States with Somalia. In the expanse of a week, it has routed out forces loyal to the United Islamic Courts and advanced to within 55 miles of the capital Mogadishu. Ethiopian jets have attacked the international airport in Mogadishu and Balidogle military airfield in southern Somalia. The Red Cross has reported hundreds of casualties. Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi stated that as many as 1,000 people died and 3,000 were wounded in fighting outside the town of Baidoa. On December 26, US State Department spokesperson Janelle Hironimus described Ethiopia’s illegal attack as a response to “aggression” by Islamists and an attempt to stem the flow of outside arms shipments to them. Washington was also concerned about reports that the Islamists were using child soldiers and abusing Ethiopian prisoners of war. Ethiopia could not have carried out such an extensive assault without a green light from the Bush administration due to their ability to monitor the troop movements and build-up of Ethiopian forces by satellite and the use of a military base in nearby Djibouti. Not only is the Ethiopian invasion an act of aggression, it is also an act of extreme recklessness. A conflict in Somalia has the potential to involve the whole region and to extend even beyond the Horn of Africa.

The United Islamic Courts (UIC) took control of Somalia earlier this year after they defeated US-backed clan warlords. Until the current Ethiopian offensive, most of the country was in UIC hands with the exception of Baidoa, the base of the Transitional Federal Government (TFG). The TFG was set up by the United Nations in 2004 and was heavily backed by the US and UK, but it has little support in Somalia and never succeeded in extending its authority beyond Baidoa. It has relied on the support of Ethiopian troops. Washington’s proxy war against the UIC is bound up with the US debacle in Iraq and the losses suffered by the Republicans in the November elections in the US because of very antiwar sentiment. Dismissing all calls for a change in policy in Iraq itself, the Bush administration has responded by preparing to step up its military offensive in that country. At the same time, it has escalated rattling against Iran. Now it has encouraged Ethiopia to launch an invasion against what it regards as a hostile Islamist force in the strategically vital Horn of Africa. Washington is making it clear that it will not be satisfied with anything less than the installation of a client regime in Somalia.

Imperialist powers such as the US, France and Italy are politically responsible for the emergence of the UIC and its Islamic fundamentalist ideology in Somalia. The fighting that has taken place in Somalia over the last week may prove to be just the opening phase of much longer war involving many more countries. According to a recent report by the UN Monitoring Group on Somalia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Egypt, Iran, Libya, Saudi Arabia and Syria, as well as Hezbollah of Lebanon are supplying the UIC with arms and military training. The Arab Union has condemned the Ethiopian action. The African Union has apparently supported Ethiopia, but African states are divided. Ethiopia, Uganda, and Yemen are supplying the TFG, Libya, and Sudan the UIC.

Questions:

· Does your country have a defined stance on the Ethiopia-Somalia conflict?

· Should the AL endorse and/or organize support for the Arab forces in Somalia?

· What can the Arab League do to help resolve the conflict?

· Will involvement in this conflict harm relations between the AL and the West?

· How should the AL prioritize peace, sovereignty, and the welfare of civilians?

Nicole Ponzio 
Rancocas Valley Regional High Schools
Saudi Arabia
Arab League
Topic: Pan-Arabism

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia feels that Pan-Arabism provides a dangerous future for the Middle East on a whole. Saudi Arabia has always been against the plans of Nasser, the most well-known advocate and originator of the Pan-Arabian movement, and has always done all in its power to disrupt efforts to unite the Arab states, and will continue to follow this political strategy, for Saudi Arabia believes Pan-Arabism shall not benefit the Arab world within the Arab lands and in the world as a whole.
Saudi Arabia is deeply entangled in delicate economic relations with powerful Western allies that could interpret Pan-Arabian efforts as a threat to global security. Saudi Arabia cannot risk growing closer to its Arabian counterparts and being blamed for any controversies involving these said counterparts. Saudi Arabia believes such unification endangers the sovereignty and standing of all Arab nations, and thus refuses to ascribe to a revival of Pan-Arabism. On the topic of a Pan-Arab bank, Saudi Arabia feels that such a bank would be useless for accomplishing its personal goals due to its flourishing economy and lack of need for a bank. Additionally, if a bank were necessary, Saudi Arabia feels as though the Arab world should look to wealthier countries outside the Middle East for such services, to avoid the risk of creating a new bank that will need to compete with these well-established banks and potentially fail and lose the Middle Eastern world money. An Arabian peacekeeping army is equally unnecessary in the Middle East, for private armies’ support of both Arabian nations and other nations have always sufficed in times of unrest in the Middle East and shall continue to do so without beginning a new program that will cost money and possibly the favor of powerful allies outside the Middle East. Saudi Arabia has done well in its communication, diplomacy, and trade with the rest of the world, both Arab and otherwise and thus believes that the Middle East need not cooperate in order to strengthen its position in global politics. Thus, Saudi Arabia shall continue to oppose all efforts to further unify the Arab states. 

Pan-Arabism has born no fruit and yielded no positive results for the Arab world, and thus Saudi Arabia refuses to support it. Unification of the Middle Eastern states is an unnecessary and costly danger and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia shall remain an adversary of the radical ideology.
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Issues to be addressed in resolution on the topic:

· Problems concerning the idea of a unified currency
· Advancing the idea of Pan-Arabism

· The governments shall be monitored in their spending use

· In 2012 these nations shall decide on the importance of an Arab bank

· All governments should be treated economically equal when monitored

· Financial support for less-economically productive countries

· Provide research for new energy sources

Justification for Issues Raised.

It is important to understand that as of this year, there is currently no unified system of economy for the Arab League. The development of a unified form of economy would lessen the dependence on western nations. This idea of Pan-Arabism would better economically deficient Arab countries and enable Arab-to-Arab support. Along with this idea, Funding could be provided to support the research of new forms of energy. Since the western world depends on the exports of many Arab countries, a unified system dealing solely with economy and trade would enhance the independence of the Arab League.
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The Arab League,


Acknowledging the different economic status of the individual countries.


Desiring the spread of Pan-Arabism in the status of economy.

Expecting benefits to all Arab nations with the implementation of a Pan-Arab  Bank.

Recognizing that Arabic economies are mainly based on exhaustible natural resources.

Understanding the necessity of a diversified economy.

Deeply concerned by the loss of revenue in the case of a foreign non-Arab industry exporting Arab oil.
Therefore be it resolved by the Arab Leagues,

1) Defines:

a. “Pan-Arabism” as the strong unity between the Arabic nations. 

b. “Pan-Arab Bank” as a unified organization, utilizing a standardized currency.

c. “Exhaustible resources” as crude oil and natural gas.

d. “Diversified economy” as an economy in which more than one main industry is developed.

e. “Arab oil” as oil drilled from Arab land.

2) Calls upon the nations of the Arab League:

a. To unite and form a Pan-Arab bank by donating .001% of total export revenue.

b. To monitor the activities of this Pan-Arab Bank.

3) Calls upon the Pan-Arab Bank:

a. To distribute the revenues throughout the entire Arab world efficiently.

b. To financially support activity within the Arab League.

c. To fund an energy research program in effort to diversify Arab economies.

Signatories:

Jordan, Bahrain, Algeria, Tunisia, Syria, Mauritania, Sudan
Arab League (AL)

Topic 1: Modernization

· To what extent is your country modernized or need to modernize?

· What measures are your country taking to achieve technological progress?

· How can the Arab League help the e-government projects of the Arab world? 

· How will modernizing help and harm your country socially and economically? 

· How can the Arab world support productive technological progress and deal with the problems that arise due to progress?

Topic 2: Pan-Arabism 

· What are some of the common interests of the Arab countries? 

· Will Pan-Arabism be seen as a threat to other countries? 

· Is it sensible to have a unified Arabian economic system? 

· Would it be necessary to have a unified military system to protect all Arab countries and monitor outbreaks? 

· How will oil and the wide economic gap between countries affect Pan-Arabism?

Topic 3: Political Power & Sovereignty

· Does your country have any issues concerning sovereignty, either your or another country’s sovereignty in question?  If so, what stance has your nation taken on this issue and what measures has it taken to resolve the issue?

· What is your nation’s stance on different issues of sovereignty in the Arab world?

· What can the Arab League do to help the Arab world resolve these different problems of sovereignty and satisfy all involved parties?

· Should sovereignty been violated for the betterment of a country and its people?  Who is to determine if a violation of sovereignty is beneficial or not?

· How should the Arab League deal with questions of sovereignty between Arab nations and the allying of  Arab nations to various sides, thus perpetuating conflict?
· How should the AL prioritize peace, sovereignty, and the welfare of civilians?
Topic 4: Crisis in Somalia

· Does your country have a defined stance on the Ethiopia-Somalia conflict?

· Should the AL endorse and/or organize support for the Arab forces in Somalia?

· What can the Arab League do to help resolve the conflict?

· Will involvement in this conflict harm relations between the AL and the West?

· How should the AL prioritize peace, sovereignty, and the welfare of civilians?

