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Australia, along with almost all nations of Southeast Asia, currently struggles with the issue of trafficking.  Human trafficking is the most prevalent form of trafficking in which Australia is involved and it recognizes that while human trafficking defies basic human rights, it will be a very difficult problem to minimize, much less eliminate.  Australia is intimately involved with the other nations of Southeast Asia as a destination country in terms of trafficking and would like to minimize the problem and find a more positive way to interact with its surrounding nations (1).  Australia has been a prime source of sex tourists in Asia, receiving trafficked women and children from the Philippines, Thailand, South Korea, Sri Lanka, and countless other nations (1).  Australia is deeply concerned about the large numbers or women and children who are being sold on a daily basis and is attempting to alleviate the problem.  The Australian government has developed tougher laws in an attempt to reduce the numbers of Asians trafficked to the country by instituting longer jail terms and other punishments.  The Australian Government was placed in Tier 1 in the 2007 U.S. Department of State’s Trafficking in Persons Report for fully complying with the Trafficking Victims Protection Act’s minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking (2).Though Australia is actively engaged in the process of minimizing human trafficking, without the cooperation of the other Southeast Asian nations, its attempts will be in vain.  The Australian Government has anti-human trafficking agreements with Cambodia, Burma, Laos, and Thailand to coordinate investigations and improve cooperation (2).  Australia is looking to other nations to work against human trafficking.
1. Australia. Attorney General's Department. Australian Governments Action Plan to Eradicate
     Trafficking in Persons . 10 Nov. 2006. 13 Oct. 2007 <http://www.ag.gov.au/www/agd/agd.nsf/

     Page/Publications_AustralianGovernmentsActionPlantoEradicateTraffickinginPersons-June2004>. 
 2. A web resource for combating human trafficking. 2006. HumanTrafficking.org. 13 Oct. 2007

     <http://www.humantrafficking.org/countries/australia>. 
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Topic: Human Trafficking 

Issues to be addressed in resolution on the topic: 

· Patrol all borders in South East Asia to ensure that no human trafficking is occurring. 

· Provide education to women in South East Asian countries on the horrors of human trafficking. 

· Reach agreements with all countries involved on what to do with women being held in another country. 

· Make all countries make and enforce stricter human trafficking laws. 

Justification for issues raised: 

It is Australia’s belief that human trafficking, while vital for some countries’ economies, is a travesty that cannot continue. It is the job of Australia along with the other countries in the ASEAN committee to ensure that human trafficking is stopped. Over 225,000 people are trafficked across the borders in South East Asia; the majority of these people are women and children. Worldwide the average age when a female is first trafficked is 14 years old. This past year 300 Thai women were sent to Australia and held under bondage through the black market. It is also found that recruiters from Australia go to Russia to find women working at strip clubs and brothels and pay their employers to bring them back to Australia. This is a reality that Australia has had to realize but it does not mean it must continue. We are first working on making stricter laws, which include 20-year jail sentences, for anyone who has trafficked women. This law will hopefully stop or at least decrease the market for prostitution and human trafficking. We believe every other country should make and enforce similar laws protecting their women. 

Friends: 







Foes: 

Bangladesh                                                                                        Japan

Indonesia                                                                                           Thailand

China                                                                                                  India

Committee: Association of Southeast Asian Nations
Topic Area: Human Trafficking
Sponsored by: Australia
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 

Recognizing that human trafficking is an issue in South East Asia. 

Affirming that as end to the problem of human trafficking is only achievable with the help of every member country of ASEAN, 

Acknowledging that many countries find human trafficking vital for their economy, 

Deeply disturbed by the number of countries without laws against human trafficking, 

Fully aware that education should be provided to teach women about trafficking, 

Realizing that all borders must be patrolled to ensure there is no trafficking occurring, 

Regrets that the implementation of this resolution may have harmful effects on the vitality of the economy in Asian nations,

Desiring organizations like CATW and ASTRA to aid countries in stopping the trafficking of women. 

Be it defined that: Human trafficking is the illegal transportation of a human being between two or more nations for an unjustifiable profit

Therefore be it resolved by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations: 

1. Calls upon every country in ASEAN to make and enforce stricter laws on human trafficking, 

2. Requests that all countries establish stricter border patrols to guarantee that no women are being trafficked in to or out of nations, 

3. Expresses its hope that organizations like CATW and ASTRA will supply funds to countries in need of financial aid in order to agree with the provisions of this resolution,

4. Recommends that ASEAN set up a sub-committee to be financed by the United Nations to ensure that all countries are following the requirements set forth by this resolution. 

5. Endorses the use of education as tool for teaching women about trafficking and how to protect themselves against it.

6. Further proclaims that said program would be set up by a United Nations committee on how to properly educate human trafficking.

7. Reaffirms the importance of making and enforcing laws banning all forms of human trafficking.
ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) 
Topic 4: Nuclear Weapons

As of late, nuclear weapons have become a topic of much discern in Southeast Asia.  Nuclear weapons are not only being built, but tested as well in the region.  Possession of these extremely destructive weapons is threatening not only to Southeast Asian nations, but the world in its entirety.  In addition to posing a threat to the safety and security of Southeast Asian nations as well as others of the world, nuclear waste as a pollutant is damaging to humans, plants and wildlife.  

In establishing Nuclear Weapon Free Zone, member states hope to neutralize or eliminate nuclearism in their region by agreeing to prohibit the ownership, production, acquisition, or use of nuclear weapons, and to use the zone as a confidence-building measure, and so promote regional security and contribute to nuclear disarmament.  However, the success of a NWFZ will depend mainly on the undertaking of the five nuclear weapon states to respect and guarantee the integrity of the zone. As nuclear weapons have become an integral part of the global strategies of the major powers, prohibition of nuclear weapons in any region is perceived as having the potential to undermine the geopolitical interests of the nuclear weapon states. When the nuclear powers perceive their interests to be in jeopardy, they have been less than scrupulous in the observance of international treaties or international law. 

At present, there are seven regions in which nuclear weapons are prohibited, one of which being Southeast Asia.  The Treaty of Bangkok was signed in late 1995, creating NWFZ in Southeast Asia, and the entire southern hemisphere became a zone free of nuclear weapons.  The Treaty was signed in Bangkok by all ten countries within the zone - Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.  
However, the nuclear weapon states have so far not acceded to the Treaty mainly because the provisions of the Treaty include areas designated as the continental shelf and exclusive economic zones.  In addition, US criteria for NWFZ have not been met with respect to the Bangkok Treaty, particularly criteria related to "freedom of navigation and freedom of the seas" which may be interfered with by the provisions of the Treaty.  The Philippines have not ratified the Treaty because of a territorial dispute with China.
Other attempts at the elimination of dangerous nuclear weapons have been met with opposition from those nations possessing weapons.

Questions:

· Does your country possess nuclear power or weapons?  Have they been tested in the region?

· How firmly has your country stuck to any treaties or legislation regarding the limitation of nuclear weapons?

· Is your country acquiring weapons in self-defense or is it on the offensive?

· What should be done in terms of border disputes and territorial uncertainties when planning legislation on nuclear weapons? 
ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) 


Topic 1: Women’s Rights/Expansion of CEDAW

· How can your country benefit from joining an organization such as CEDAW?
· What restrictions such as powerful government parties or cultural practices keep your nation from joining CEDAW?
· Can international regulations regarding the rights of women be set without imposing on a nation’s sovereignty or specific cultural practices?

Topic 2: Environmental Concerns

· What environmental concerns are most prevalent in your country?  What are the causes and effects? 
· What has your country done thus far to alleviate some of these issues?  How can waste disposal be modified to eliminate the ripple effect into other nations?
·  Who should dictate the rules and regulations regarding the environment?  

· Is it ethical to use tactics such as burning fires in order to industrialize if the result may be pollution of the air in other nations as well as the nation engaging in these tactics?

Topic 3: Drug/Weapon/Human trafficking

· How prevalent is drug, human, or weapon trafficking in your country?  Which is most prevalent?

· What has the government of your country done to halt or eliminate the illegal buying, selling, and transporting of goods and services?

· What are the main causes of trafficking in your ?

· Do surrounding nations enable or ease trafficking for citizens of your country?  How can agreements be made with these nations to eliminate illegal trafficking worldwide?

Topic 4: Nuclear Weapons

· Does your country possess nuclear power or weapons?  Have they been tested in the region?

· How firmly has your country stuck to any treaties or legislation regarding the limitation of nuclear weapons?

· Is your country acquiring weapons in self-defense or is it on the offensive?

· What should be done in terms of border disputes and territorial uncertainties when planning legislation on nuclear weapons? 

